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 InDownton
Downton In Bloom for 2020?

The Downton 
Society has called an 
open meeting to gauge 
interest in entering the 
village in the 2020 South 
West in Bloom 
competition.  

South West in Bloom 
is one of the regional 
competitions that make 
up the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s 
Britain in Bloom completion.  It is aimed at supporting communities that 
want to improve and regenerate their environment through the 
imaginative planing of trees, shrubs, flowers and landscaping, 
conservation and recycling projects.  Its three strands are horticultural 
achievement, environmental responsibility and community participation.

Recently, the marking criteria has increased the emphasis on 
environment and community.

The meeting is on Saturday 15 June at 10.30am. at the Memorial Hall 
The Downton Society has said, “If you’re interested in gardens and 
flowers and the green environment, and would like to engage with others 
to help beautify Downton, come to the open meeting about entering.”  
More details will be on the society’s website at thedowntonsociety.org.

Comment
The global environmental 

emergency is a major 
national and international 
news story, but what should 
our response be locally?

This special issue of 
InDownton has lots of 
articles that provide ways we 
can reduce our 
environmental impact.

From growing your own 
vegetables, more ways to 
recycle locally and shop 
more sustainably, I hope that 
you find something that is 
useful and helps you make a 
small sustainable change.

We’re also hoping to start a 
new column where everyone 
can exchange ideas on how 
we can make a small 
difference.  You can 
contribute via the 
InDownton Twitter feed, by 
using the comment form at  
indownton.org.uk or via 
the Downton Green Group 
Facebook page.

The Editor

Downton Green group is aiming to do something locally about 
plastic waste – see page 3 for details of the showing of ‘Plastic Ocean’ 
film.  As well as a new initiative for local recycling (see page 6), 
members of the group are planning to work wth the primary school to 
make eco-bricks, using plastic that would otherwise end up in landfill, 
as a way of providing construction materials for some outdoor projects 
that the school has in mind.  Ecobricks are made from plastic bottles 
which are filled with non-recyclable plastic material to a high density, so 
that they become very strong.  The group is planning to hold an eco-
brick workshop in the near future, so if you would like to be involved in reducing the amount of plastic 
waste that goes to landfill, then do look out for updates on Facebook and the web-site.  More 
information from downtongreengroup.org or for more detailed information look at ecobrick.org.

ECOBRICK BUILDING PROJECT

Open Meeting to gauge support for entering regional 
competition in 2020

Special Green Issue
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A cavalcade of minis along with the usual 
popular mix of music, dancing and hundreds of 
stalls ensured that the 40th Cuckoo Fair 
overcame cool weather and the threat of rain.  
The fair was opened by the Mayor and Mayoress 
of Salisbury from the balcony of the White 
Horse accompanied by the Cuckoo Fair Princess 
and her attendants.

The Cuckoo Fair raises money for local 
charities as well as providing opportunities for 
local groups to raise funds for their own use.

Around 20,000 visitors attended and all the 
car parks were busy.

To help with next year’s fair or contact the 
organisers go to cuckoofair.co.uk or find them 
on Facebook. 

40TH CUCKOO FAIR SUCCESS

The Community 
Preschool have had a great 
spring in their new home at 
the Memorial Centre. They 
have been planting sunflowers 
and looking out for mini 

beasts in their bug hotel.  As 
always, the Cuckoo fair duck 
race was a success raising 
around £800 for the pre 
school and a massive thank 
you goes to all the Mums and 

Dads who volunteered to 
help.

There are still spaces for 
now and September, so do pop 
in if you would like to sign 
your child up to start. 

PRE-SCHOOLERS LEARN ABOUT NATURE 

Downton Baptist Church 
invite you to join them on a 
day trip to Weymouth on 
Thursday 12th September.  
The bus will collect from 
Downton, Redlynch and 
Woodfalls.  Tickets are 

available from the church 
office in South Lane at a cost 
of £20 a head.  The price 
includes an afternoon tea, 
courtesy of Weymouth Baptist 
Church.  For further 

information contact the 
church office on 512971.

SIGN UP FOR A DAY IN WEYMOUTH!
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There has been a lot in the news recently 
about how much damage plastic does to our 
environment. To find out more, there is a chance 
to see the film “A plastic ocean” on Wednesday 5 
June at Redlynch Village hall, doors opening at 
7.30pm for an 8pm screening and the film takes 
about 90 minutes.  The event is organised by 
Hale and Redlynch Transition Group in 
conjunction with the New Forest National Park 
Authority.  Tickets cost £1 from 
richard.downard@gmail.com or 510577.  
Refreshments are included and all proceeds will 
go to the Plastic Oceans charity.  There will be a 
Q&A session after the screening to discuss how 
the New Forest’s 26 miles of coast line has been 
affected by plastic waste, and what can be done 
to reduce the damage. 

The makers of the film say:  “This 
documentary brings to light the consequences of 
our global disposable lifestyle. Filmed in 20 
locations around the world, it follows an 
international team of adventures, researchers, 
and Ocean ambassadors who uncover the 
shocking truth about what is truly lurking 
beneath the surface of our seemingly pristine 
Ocean and introduces workable technology and 
policy solutions that can, if implemented in 
time, change things for the better.”

A PLASTIC OCEAN: THE MOVIE

A family run business with our sister company in 
Fordingbridge, we pride ourselves for customer 

service and our knowledge in the meat trade.  We 
source as much local produce as possible, and 

dry hang our beef  for at least 3 weeks.

Local beef  

Hampshire free range 
pork 

Dorset lamb 

Free range chickens 

Dry cured bacon 

Award winning 
sausages 

Award winning faggots 

Home made award 
winning pies

Downton Brewery has produced a new beer 
to commemorate the 75th anniversary of D-Day 
in response to an initiative by RBL member 
Malcolm Dean,  who wanted to raise money for 
the RBL and to benefit D Day veterans.   

The beer is a limited edition pale ale called 
Pegasus and the bottles bear a distinctively 
designed label featuring Pegasus Bridge  where 
gliders first landed on D Day in June 1944.   Half 
of the bottles  produced have been earmarked 
for veterans to enjoy at the commemoration 
event in Normandy  on the 5/6th June this year 
and the remainder will be sold locally (at £5 a 
bottle) with profits going to the RBL.   The  
launch of the new beer  is supported by the 
Downton branch of the RBL .

For aficionados, the beer is 
described as  “an extremely 
flavoursome ale brewed with 
100% Slovenian hops” which 
provide  “a rounded bitterness and serious 
drinkability”.

LOCAL D-DAY BREW RAISES MONEY FOR VETERANS

Members of the Downton RBL branch with Malcolm Dean 

(centre) and the owner of Downton Brewery, Martin Strawbridge
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A Repair Café has been launched recently in 
Lover, which aims to see if items can be repaired 
that might otherwise be thrown away.  Over the 
five or six weeks in which the café has been 
operating, they have already taken on over 60 
repair jobs, and have many satisfied customers.  
InDownton visited the cafe to find out more.

The café takes place very Wednesday morning 
between 10am and 12 noon at Redlynch Village 
Hall.  It has been set up by a small group of local 
retired people, who are keen to help the 
community and enjoy using their specialist skills.  
There are no labour costs – the only charge is for 
any new materials used.  A small donation is 
requested to boost the support fund, should you be 
able to contribute.  Home visits are part of the 
service too, at a charge of 50p per mile.  

The volunteers currently include: carpenters, 
needle-workers (clean clothes only!), electricians, 
DIY enthusiasts, ceramic repairers and mechanical 
engineers.  They are willing to take on repairs to 
furniture and ornaments, clothing (small tasks), 
electrical and household goods, wood and metal 
items.  

All repairs are considered – so it’s probably 
worth just asking.  And as it’s a café, you can have a 
cup of tea (and home-made cake) while you wait.

For more information on the global scene, visit 
repaircafe.org/en/about/

For more information about the Lover venture, 
turn up at the cafe.  And, if you have some skills 
that you would like to volunteer to use, then the 
team would be very pleased to welcome you.

See the additional information about 
volunteering on page 12.

REPAIR CAFE BREATHES NEW LIFE INTO OLD POSSESSIONS

Working on a range of items

Sourcing spare parts 
on eBay

Making nesting boxes for Lover 

Garage Sale
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Hundreds of people enjoyed the opportunity 
to ‘Go wild at the Moot’ recently, and spent the 
afternoon exploring, picnicking, listening to live 
music and relaxing. Experts were on hand to share 
enthusiasm and knowledge about the various 
creatures and plants that make the Moot their 
home. There was also the opportunity for a close 
encounter with moths, to find out more about 
different varieties of bees and to follow a nature 
trail. Several wildlife organisations ran stalls and 
there were also guided walks where you could learn 
about the history of the garden. Downton Green 
Group, who organised the event, were very pleased 
with the number of visitors and would like to 
thank everyone who helped make the afternoon 
such a success.

GO WILD AT THE MOOT

Downton Library’s Summer Reading 
Challenge for children is running from Saturday 
13 July to Saturday 7 September.  This year 
the theme is Space Chase, an out-of-this-world 
adventure inspired by the 50th anniversary of 
the first moon landing.  Children will help our 
super space family track down books nabbed by 
mischievous aliens!  As they read library books, 
they will solve clues and collect special stickers 
to complete their mission folder.  Can they find 
the aliens in time to save the day?  

Space Chase will feature bespoke artwork 
from top children's illustrator, Adam Stower, and 

will celebrate adventure, 
exploration and reading. 
Children aged four to 11 
will be challenged to 
read six library books 
over the summer for 
which they receive prizes 
along the way and a 
medal and certificate on 
completion. Call in at the 
library to register for the fun. 

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE: SPACE RACE
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There are already different locations around 
the village where items that are not part of the 
kerb-side collection can be recycled.  For 
example, the car park at the Bull has a clothes / 
shoe bank, the Co-op is collecting crisp packets 
and coffee pods (and recycles second-hand 
books) and Downton Baptist Church collects 
ring pulls for the Philippines Charity PCF.  
There is a clothing exchange held monthly at 
the church, and it is also a collection point for 
used postage stamps and plastic milk bottle tops 
(which are also collected at St Laurence church).  
Having visited (and been inspired by!) a mini-
recycling centre at Woodgreen, the Green 
Group, in conjunction with Hale and Redlynch 
Transition Group, is planning to set up an ‘Open 
All Hours’ recycling centre at the back of the 
Baptist Church, where you will be able to 
deposit more items which can be recycled but 
are not currently taken by the council with their 
kerbside collections.  As well as being able to 
leave some items that are already collected in 
the village (which can then be passed on), it is 
planned to collect used Brita water filter 

cartridges (which can also 
be taken to branches of 
Robert Dyas and Sainsbury’s) and small 
flowerpots (which can be recycled at selected 
garden centres).  There could also be boxes to 
collect unwanted spectacles and printer / toner 
cartridges.  If you have any ideas or knowledge 
about what else could be collected contact the 
Green Group.  It might be that you have a use 
for recycled materials, but need help with 
collecting – or that you have a favourite charity 
which could benefit by selling things that are no 
longer needed.  Call 513191 or email: 
contact@downtongreengroup.org.uk .  As the 
plans develop, further details will be on the 
website downtongreengroup.org.uk.  The 
pictures shows the recycling shed  at St Boniface 
in Woodgreen.

RECYCLING MORE LOCALLY

 

Call us: 01794 323296 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

    Call 01794 323296 or book online @ rdavery.com     
    New Road, Landford, Salisbury SP5 2AZ 
       

Your local garage for Car, Van & HGV 

 

    

MOT 
CENTRE 

 

CLASS 4, 5 & 7 

NEW SEASON AT THE BOWLS CLUB
The new season began on the Bowls Green 

at Wick Lane with hot sunshine, where the 
players warmed up with a charity match, as well 
as a Captain’s v President’s team match.  Early 
results are reported to be encouraging this year, 
with some teams remaining undefeated at the 
time of going to press.

The Open Days in May were successful, as 
well as the joint event with the Tennis Club.  

Anyone wishing to 
have a go at Lawn 
Bowls is very 
welcome to have a 
taster session – the 
club is always on the look out for new members.  
Contact Alan Waters on 512531,  e-mail  
downtonbowls@gmail.com or visit 
downtonbowlingclub.weebly.com.
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With the move of the pre-school from the 
Band Hall in Gravel Close, the Band has decided 
to increase its already busy annual concert 
programme to help bridge the gap in funds.  The 
Spring and Summer concert programme has 
started with some new additions, including a a 
cameo performance by Downton’s Jubilee Brass 
at the Salisbury “Race for Life” on 9 June and 
other concerts across the area over the coming 
months.  The band will be competing with some 
of the best bands in the country on 14 June at 
the annual “Whit Friday Marches” in villages 
and towns in Yorkshire and Lancashire Moors.

All four Downton Bands - Main Band, 
Training Band, Jubilee Brass and Beginners Brass 
- were in action at the Cuckoo Fair, playing a 
varied programme to the enthusiastic passing 
crowds. The day was rounded off with a well 
attended Sunday evening concert at the 
Memorial Hall, with the Training Band 
entertaining the audience with a varied 

programme at the start, testimony to the terrific 
progress it has made over the past 3+ years.

Downton Band are always on the look-out 
for new players. You could be playing a brass 
instrument within days, and at £1 per week!  
Contact secretary, Danie Williams, by email on 
slipo_460@hotmail.com if you fancy giving it a 
go.

BAND BECOME BUSIER STILL

Paul Williams, the band’s musical director conducting the band at 

the Memorial Hall on 5 May (top) and at the Cuckoo Fair

DOWNTON SCOUTS: CAN YOU HELP?
1st Downton Group (Beavers, Cubs and 

Scouts) is thriving but it’s only possible due to 
the voluntary Leaders who give up their time 
each week. The team of Leaders (supported by 
parents and Young Leaders) delivers an exciting 
programme each term.  There is always a need 
for additional team members, so if you can get 
involved, email 1stdowntonscouts@gmail.com. 
The current team say: “It really is a rewarding 
and enjoyable – you won’t regret it!“  

This year’s plans involve the refurbishment 
of the Scout Hut at Barford Lane, as well as 
plenty of camps. The group is fund-raising to 

cover the costs.  They were really pleased to 
have had another successful Cuckoo Fair, having 
branched out with the menu to make it more 
suitable for the slightly chilly weather.   So many 
parents and relatives worked together with the 
leaders to make the task more manageable.  
Special thanks go to Scott at The Bull Hotel who 
allowed the Group use of his kitchen to pre-
cook and prepare food the day before and also to 
Lorraine at ‘Time 2 Display Ltd’ in 
Fordingbridge for the generous support she gave 
to create a very professional looking stall this 
year, alongside plenty of promotional leaflets.  
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Downton Green Group is pleased to report 
that both Downton Primary School and St 
Laurence Church have supported efforts to 
encourage nesting swifts in Downton. Children 
at the school organised a ‘swift skip’ to fund two 
nest boxes plus a sound system to attract the 
birds (more details below). Four more boxes 
have since been installed in the privileged 
location of the church bell tower. Thanks are 
due to Daniel Kronenberg of Salisbury & Wilton 
Swifts for his help in this project. Daniel will 
guide another ‘walk and talk’ in the village on 
12th July - meet at 7.30 outside the White Horse. 

For more information on swifts and nest 
boxes go to swift-conservation.org.

The council, made up of 
children from the school, has 
had a very busy year so far, 
and is pushing forward the 
agenda on environmental 
issues.  They are working hard 
towards renewing the ‘Green 
Flag’ award that recognises 
that the school is an eco-
conscious school.

Each class has been 
challenged to reduce the 
amount of waste paper that 
they use.  There are also 
facilities to recycle items such 
as felt tip pens, milk bottle 
tops and toner cartridges, 
alongside the standard 

recycling collections.  The 
eco-council has made sure 
that the school is supporting 
the recycling of crisp packets 
at the Co-op, and children 
make sure that the packets 
are sorted and ready to add to 
the main collection.  They 
have organised assemblies to 
raise awareness of greener 
sources for generating 
electricity, and even had a 
“flip the switch” day when the 
school operated with no 
heating, lights or technology 
powered by electricity.

They are growing some of 
their own fruit and vegetables 

in the garden and have 
recently been working on 
encouraging wildlife by 
making ‘insect hotels’.  They 
helped the school to raise £92 
towards installing nest boxes 
for swifts and are now 
planning to raise money for a 
camera, so that they can keep 
a close watch on the 
occupants of the boxes.

Installing swift boxes in the church bell tower

PRIMARY SCHOOL ECO-COUNCIL NEWS

Making Insect Hotels

LOCAL HELP FOR SWIFTS
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The summer show of the Dance School has 
had such a good response to tickets going on 
sale, that they have had to slot in another 
performance to keep up with demand.  ‘Let’s 
Dance’, a medley of ballet, tap, jazz and 
contemporary dances, performed by the pupils 
of the school, takes place at the Memorial Hall 
on the weekend of  July 13 and 14 – and there 
will be many local children involved.

The dance school has a busy schedule – you 
may well have seen the Maypole dancers at the 
Cuckoo Fair.  There’s a lot of hard work goes 
into this – they started practising in January in 
order to perfect the performance and avoid any 
tangles / mishaps on the day.

The school has classes for adults as well as 
children.  On Thursday mornings it runs Keep 
Fit, Adult ballet and Adult tap classes.  No 
experience is necessary to join the classes  and 
there is no age limit – the oldest dancer is over 
80!  Waverers are encouraged to have a try, as it’s 

a great way to keep 
fit.    There’s even a 
discount for 
attending all 3 
classes.

The dance 
school is doing 
its bit for the 
environment, 
and now 
discourages 
dancers from 
bringing single 
use plastic 
bottles for 
refreshments.

For more information call the principal on 
07767 065540, email: 
naomi@forestschoolofdance.co.uk or visit the 
website forestschoolofdance.co.uk.

LET’S DANCE SHOW SELLS OUT

At this year’s Cuckoo Fair

St Laurence Church invite you to come and 
join them at their Summer Fete on the 22  June, 
from 2 – 4pm, in the lovely grounds of Chalk 
Hill House, Barford Lane, with the kind 
permission of Mr Roger Peach. There will be 
cakes galore, plants for your garden, games for 
the children, a chance to make your own 
jewellery and a place to sit and rest with a cup of 
tea and a slice of cake. There will also be a raffle, 

bric-a-brac and books. Entertainment will be 
provided by the Downton Band and both the 
Downton Primary School and Community 
choirs. This year by special arrangement Paul 
Knight will be appearing (or disappearing) with 
his magic show.  For further information, or to 
offer help or items for the stalls, contact Reuben 
Stevens on 07880 328360 leaving a message if 
necessary.

ST LAURENCE CHURCH FETE

To arrange a visit, or book an appointment,  
please call: 01725 510303

58 The Borough, Downton, Salisbury SP5 3ND 
www.theboroughdentalpractice.co.uk

Welcoming New Patients!
Dentists:-  Jenny Wordley BDS
 Richard Stephenson BDS
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Redlynch & Hale Cricket Club is enjoying a 
fine start to it's season, with 2 league wins in 2 
matches for the newly promoted First XI in 
Hampshire County Div 2. Ian Tanner and Glen 
Willoughby are leading the way scoring runs and 
taking wickets.The club’s other sides have had 
mixed success and they can always do with a few 
more occasional players. If you fancy a game, but 
can't commit regularly, contact the club.

The club has progressed to the next stage of 
the National Village Knock Out competition, to 
a tough away encounter with Goatacre in the 
North of the County.  The Clubs Juniors and 

"Softball" Ladies Sections are under way, with a 
real buzz of activity on Monday practice nights 
at Redlynch Playing Fields.  Six local Primary 
Schools came to the R&H CC "World Cup" 
Kwik Cricket Festival. Over 70 children who 
"represented" Cricket World Cup competing 
Countries in appropriately coloured t-shirts with 
help from a team of Young Leaders from the 
Trafalgar School as umpires and scorers. It 
couldn't have run without them. Breamore 
(England) and Morgans Vale & Woodfalls (South 
Africa) won the year 5/6 and years 3/4 events 
respectively.

REDLYNCH & HALE CRICKET CLUB

The Downton Society announced two building awards at its AGM in May to 
householders who have, in the opinion of the judges, not only enhanced their property 
but have also contributed to the look and feel of the village. The judges took into 
account quality of work, use of materials and how well the design 
blended with its surroundings.  

 Sacha and Giles Cohen virtually rebuilt a post war bungalow in 
South Lane.  The contemporary style uses wood to reflect older barn 
structures seen in other parts of Downton.  The judges thought that the 
building, which is filled with light and displays high quality build and 
design, sits well on the edge of the conservation area. 

Jeanette and Tony Glyn won an award for their work on the Old 
Bakehouse in The Borough. The judges felt that the work showed a 
great deal of thought to the building’s context resulting in an improved 
entrance porch and an attractive and well built oak framed extension.

 Both awards this year were for properties subjected to significant 
work, although the Society also considers, and would welcome, relatively 
minor projects in future.  The society wants to acknowledge owners 
who, in the opinion of the judging panel, have undertaken work of 
quality which enhances and is in sympathy with its location.  Further 
details can be found at the society’s website: thedowntonsociety.org.

DOWNTON SOCIETY ANNOUNCES LATEST BUILDING AWARDS

The Old Bakehouse

South Lane Bungalow
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Downton Movies brings recently released films 
to the Memorial Hall. The summer season opens 
on 15 June with ‘A Private War’ (15).  Marie Colvin 
(Rosamund Pike) is one of the most celebrated war 
correspondents of our time. After being hit by a 
grenade in Sri Lanka, she wore a distinctive eye 
patch and was still as comfortable sipping martinis 
with London’s elite as she was confronting 
dictators. Colvin sacrificed loving relationships, 
and over time, her personal life started to unravel 
as the trauma she’d witnessed took its toll. Yet, her 
mission to show the true cost of war led her – 
along with renowned war photographer Paul 
Conroy (Jamie Dornan) – to embark on the most 
dangerous assignment of their lives in the besieged 
Syrian city of Homs.

July’s film, being shown on the 20th, is ‘Mary 
Queen of Scots’(15). Saoirse Ronan and Margot 
Robbie slug it out as the rival Tudor queens in this 
enjoyable if fanciful historical drama, with David 

Tennant as the fulminating misogynistic preacher 
John Knox.

Doors open at 7pm for refreshments, with 
films starting promptly at 7.30 pm. Contact Susan 
512963 or susankirsten@btinternet.com to reserve 
tickets.

Shopping locally can support the village 
economy and reduce the village’s carbon 
footprint, particularly when the business takes 
measure to be more eco-friendly.  The Borough 
Café has been reducing its environmental 
impact in many ways.

It gives a 15p discount on take-away hot 
drinks for customers bringing their own cups, 
and their take-away cups are compostable with 
no plastic elements.  Plastic straws have been 
replaced with paper straws for take-away and 
reusable steel straws for customers staying in.  
Cling film has been replaced with re-usable 
beeswax wrap and packaging is recycled or re-
used by suppliers when possible.  Food miles are 
reduced by using local suppliers, some very local.  

Meat is sourced from 
Downton Butchery, which 
in turn uses lots of local 
farms.  The fair trade 
organic coffee used  
comes from Caffe 
Delizia, Fordingbridge.  
Cakes are home-made with local eggs.  Lyburn 
Cheese is made a few miles away and used as 
much as possible.  Other food is delivered from 
Bidfood in Downton.The café also sells tea 
grown in Cornwall, Hale Honey and chocolate, 
pickles, trout and spring water.

Country Market on Friday mornings at the 
Memorial Hall or Hale Local Food Market also 
provide opportunities to buy local products.

Rosamund Pike 
as Marie Colvin

Saoirse Ronan 

as Mary Queen 
of Scotts

DOWNTON MOVIES

LOCAL BUSINESSES REDUCE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
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Gardening is good for you and for the planet.  
Allotment gardening offers plot-holders the chance 
to be part of a community of like-minded people, 
many of whom are eager to share their knowledge 
and spare produce.  Gardening means that you 
experience the seasons, witness the behaviour of 
birds, insects and other animals and gain an 
understanding of the eco-system. A study has 
shown that every 10 per cent increase in exposure 
to green space translates into an improvement in 
health equivalent to being five years younger. Many 
allotment gardeners will tell you that a spell on the 
plot nurturing plants and contemplating nature 
makes them feel calmer and more hopeful .

As many new plot-holders discover, growing 
vegetables requires acquiring new knowledge and 
skills and the satisfaction gained from eating the 
first home grown tomato or new potato makes 
them taste even more delicious!

The physical benefits of regular spells of 
gardening help plot-holders to keep fit even if they 
have sedentary jobs, and physical exercise also 

contributes to mental well-being. If managed 
properly, an allotment can produce enough food to 
supplement a family's weekly shop, with fresh fruit 
and vegetables over the year. Allotment gardeners 
can choose to garden organically and avoid 
chemicals present in some shop bought fruit and 
vegetables.  In a survey of National Allotment 
Society members nearly every person said their 
love of allotment gardening comes from the fresh 
air, home grown produce, healthy lifestyle and like-
minded people this activity offers.

There are currently a few allotment plots 
vacant in Downton, so if you are interested in 
taking one on, contact Chris Hall on 
CBHall@hotmail.com or Susan Barnhurst-Davies 
(511887 or 07875 036879) 
susankirsten@btinternet.com.

ALLOTMENTS FOR HEALTH

All are welcome to join 
the next planned walk, which 
takes place on Saturday 8 June.  
It will be in the Upper 
Woodford Valley, and is being 
organised by Claire and David 
Knapp.  The walk will include 

a pub stop – so you will need 
to bring some change.  As 
usual, walkers are 
recommended to bring a drink 
and a snack, and reminded 
that sometimes the going can 
be muddy and uneven, so 

appropriate clothing and 
footwear is necessary.  
Contact Susan Barnhurst-
Davies for further information 
(512963 or 07875 036879). If 
the weather is bad, the walk is 
liable be cancelled.

WALKING GROUP
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BARFORD DAY CENTRE
The club is still looking for 

volunteers - especially people 
who can regularly commit to 
drive/volunteer one 
Wednesday every month.  

There are also a few vacancies 
for guests.  The club meets 
every Wednesday in Ashley 
Grange and offers a cooked 
lunch, activities and warm 

company to elderly guests & a 
day of respite to carers. 
Contact Jeremy Parsons or 
Susan Barnhurst Davies 512963 
to help or for information.

The Society’s Summer Show will be held in 
the Memorial Hall at 2pm on Saturday 8 June.  
Everyone is invited to come and view the 
exhibits and admission is free.  On show will be  
a wide variety of flowers, including sweet peas, 
roses and pot plants, as well as floral 
arrangements.   There are also art and 
photograpy sections – photographs are invited 
on the themes of ‘Spring View’ and ‘Portrait’. 
Kayleigh Young Photography has sponsored the 
children’s classes which are: ‘A picture made 
from recycled materials’(under 7s) and ‘A useful 
item made from recycled materials’(8 – 11s). 
There will also be refreshments, a sales table and 
a raffle.  Prize giving takes place at 4.15pm.

New exhibitors are always welcome. You 
could show off your flower arranging skills and 
compete for the Downton Vase – or enter 
photograph or two - or encourage your children 
to have a go. Entries cost 20p for most classes 
and first prize is £1, with second prize 50p.  
There are also trophies for some classes. Entries 
must be in by 8pm on the Wednesday 5 June and 
the exhibit brought along to the hall, either on 
the Friday evening or Saturday morning.  Details 

of all the classes, alongside entry forms, are in 
the Show Schedules available from Chris Parry, 
‘Cymbeline’, 51 The Borough, Downton 
(opposite the Co-op) 5145511.  

The Autumn Show is on Saturday 31 August 
at 2 pm in the Memorial Hall.  Apart from the 
floral exhibits this show also has classes for 
vegetables and fruit, and a Bake-Off section with 
prizes for the best savoury quiche, cheese 
straws, cookies, coffee sponge, lemon drizzle 
cake, tray bake, flap jack, fruit scones, Dundee 
cake and loaf of bread made with a packet mix, 
with the packet displayed. Full details are in the 
schedules.  Admission to the show is again free.  
Why not think about exhibiting?

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY ENCOURAGES NEW EXHIBITORS 

DHS Plant & Veg Show in May
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Parish Council Surgeries
Downton Parish Council holds monthly surgeries 

for residents to raise and discuss local issues with 
councillors in a less formal setting than the monthly 
Parish Council meeting. Two parish councillors are 
on hand to meet with residents and the surgeries are 
normally held on the first Saturday of each month.   
The next surgeries will be held at the Memorial Hall, 
from 9 am to 10 am on these dates:

Saturday 6 July
Saturday 3 August

Saturday 7 September

COMMUNITY CHOIR SUMMER CONCERTS

Clothes are something we 
all need and want, but trying 
to buy wisely, with some 
regard for the effects on the 
planet is a difficult task and 
can work out very expensive. 
Alongside this is the problem 
of items destined go to waste 
because they’re the wrong size, 
or simply not needed any 
more, so that a significant 
amount of clothing gets 
dumped in landfill every year.  
The Clothing Exchange at 
Downton Baptist Church is a 
monthly chance to try to find 
a solution to both problems – 

where you can find quality 
clothes and do your bit to help 
the environment at the same 
time.  It has become a regular 
event in the Downton 
calendar, and is well used by 
those who have clothes to 
donate, or would like to 
update their wardrobes – or 
just simply want to support 
the event and come along for a 
cup of tea.

The organisers would like 
to thank all those who 
continue to generously donate 
good quality clothing items. 
Doors open at 2pm and the 

exchange closes at 4pm  when 
the surplus clothing left is 
packed to be passed on the 
Trussell Trust for recycling.

There will be no exchange 
in August.  The dates for the 
next three events are:  Friday 
June 21, Friday July 12 and 
Friday September 20.  All held 
at the Downton Baptist 
Church in South Lane. 

Downton Community Choir will be busy 
this summer. Not only will they be singing at the 
St Laurence’s Church fete on Saturday June 
22nd,  the following Saturday June 29th, they will 
be singing at Salisbury Playhouse, along with 
Downton Children’s Choir and two of Kate 
Edgar’s Salisbury-based community Choirs – 
Amici, and The Radnor hall Coffee Choir. The 
first half of the concert features each choir 
performing individually. In the second half all 
the choirs come together to perform  ZIMBE! 
Come sing the songs of Africa!  - a 45 minute 
choral work by  Alexander L’Estrange. The music 
for Zimbe! blends African song and jazz in an 

exciting and joyous 
blend. The singers will 
be accompanied by a 
professional band 
including the 
composer of Zimbe! 
Alexander L’Estrange, 
on piano. The 
concert will be 
conducted by Kate 
Edgar, and profits 
from the concert will go to 
support the work of Cancer Research UK.  See 
the advert on page 12.

Choir members Eti and Jude in 
Zimbe tops.

CLOTHING EXCHANGE
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VILLAGE WEBSITE
downtonvillage.co.uk

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Cllr Richard Clewer

53 Highlands Avenue, Whiteparish, 
Salisbury SP5 2SZ

01794 884550
richard.clewer@wiltshire.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCIL
Bev Cornish, Clerk to the Parish 

Council 01725 513874
10am - 3pm Monday - Friday

Surgeries 1st Saturday each month
9am - 10am Memorial Hall

clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

HIGH STREET PHARMACY
Monday  to Friday 8.30am - 6pm

(closed for lunch 1-2pm)
Saturday 9am - 12noon

Tel: 01725 510388

CHILD HEALTH CLINIC
2nd and 4th Mondays 

11:30 - 12:30
Downton Baptist Church

For families with children up to age 5 
(including antenatal care)

To contact the team call 07976857803 
or  033 33 214 257

LIBRARY
 Monday 2pm - 7pm
Tuesday 2pm - 5pm*

Wednesday 2pm - 5pm*
Thursday 10am - 1pm, 1pm - 5pm*

Friday 10am - 5pm
Saturday 10am - 1pm

* volunteer operated sessions

LEISURE CENTRE
Wick Lane

Monday to Thursday 8am - 10pm
Friday 8am - 9pm

Saturday 9am - 4pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm

01725 513668
downtonleisurecentre.co.uk

MEMORIAL CENTRE
To book hall or meeting rooms

contact Hilary Mace 07760 415818 
email bookingsecretary@

downtonmemorialcentre.co.uk.  
Full details see 

downtonmemorialcentre.co.uk.

ST LAURENCE PARISH CHURCH
Sunday Services 8am & 10am
 Vicar: Rev Frank Gimson,

The Vicarage, Barford Lane, Downton, Salisbury SP5 3QA
01725 510326; vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk

stlaurencedownton.co.uk

DOWNTON METHODIST CHURCH
High Street, Downton SP5 3PJ

Sunday Service 10.45 am
Minister: Rev Cecil King

44 India Avenue, Salisbury SP2 7HF
01722 415498

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
(ROMAN CATHOLIC)

Barford Lane, Downton SP5 3QA
No regular Sunday Service

Enquiries: St Osmund’s, 95 Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF
Telephone: 01722 333581; office@salisburycatholics.org

salisburycatholicdeanery.org

DOWNTON BAPTIST CHURCH (DBC) 
South Lane, Downton SP5 3NA

Sunday Services 10.30am & 6.30pm, Thursdays 11.30am
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades & Rev Katy Ullyatt

07468 491143 (out of hours contact number)
Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com

Church Office 01725 512971  office@downtonbaptist.org
downtonbaptist.org

VILLAGE CHURCHES’ REGULAR SERVICES

Downton Green Group has been up and running for some years 
now, with the aim of helping Downton ‘transition’ to be an 
environmentally aware, sustainable community.  The group is very 
encouraged that there are so many other groups and individuals 
with the same agenda, really doing something about the global 
climate change emergency.  It has recently re-vamped its web-site, 
and now has a presence on Facebook.  There are lots of tips on 
the web-site about how to do what you can as an individual to 
work towards making Downton a ‘green’ community.  If you 
haven’t looked recently, the group would encourage you to do so 
when you have a bit of time.   Their aim is to have as much up-to-
date information as possible, so any tips and ideas that you can 
suggest to be added would be welcomed.

If you would like to join the group, they would be very happy to 
welcome you.  They meet on the last Wednesday of the month at 
one of the local pubs – you might need just to contact them by 
phone / email – or check on the web-site just to make sure of the 
venue.  Contact: Phone 513191 or email: 
contact@downtongreengroup.org.uk or 
check out the website: 
downtongreengroup.org.uk.

GLOBAL CHALLENGES, LOCAL ACTION

mailto:vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://stlaurencedownton.co.uk
mailto:vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://www.downtonbaptist.com
mailto:office@salisburycatholics.org
mailto:clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov
mailto:downtonparishclerk@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov
mailto:downtonparishclerk@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.downtonbaptist.com
mailto:office@salisburycatholics.org
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Sponsored by Downton Baptist Church
Website: indownton.org.uk Email: editor@indownton.org.uk

Twitter @indownton

Next Issue  
Publication date: 7 September 2019

Email items for inclusion by: 25 August 2019

What, Where, When

June

Wednesday 5 7:30 for 8pm Movie: A Plastic Ocean,  Redlynch Village Hall See page 3

Saturday 8 Walking Group: Upper Woodford Valley See page 12

Saturday 8 2:00pm Horticultural Society Summer Show, Memorial Hall See page 13

Saturday 15 10:30am Downton Society ‘Britain in Bloom’ meeting, Memorial Hall See page 1

Saturday 15 7 for 7:30pm Downton Movies:  A Private War,  Memorial Hall See page 11

Friday 21 2 - 4pm Clothing Exchange, Baptist Church See page 14

Saturday 22 2 - 4pm St Laurence Church Fete, Chalk Hill House, Barford Lane See page 9

Saturday 29 7:30pm Community Choir takes part in Zimbe!, Salisbury Playhouse See page 14

July

Saturday 6 9am -10am Parish Council Surgery, Memorial Hall See page 14

Saturday 6 12noon - 4pm Lover Country Fair See page 12

Friday 12 2 - 4pm Clothing Exchange, Baptist Church See page 14

Saturday 20 7 for 7:30pm Downton Movies:  Mary Queen of Scots,  Memorial Hall See page 11

August

Saturday 3 9am -10am Parish Council Surgery, Memorial Hall See page 14

Sunday 25 Last date to submit items for Autumn InDownton

September

Saturday 7 Autumn InDownton publication date

Saturday 7 9am -10am Parish Council Surgery, Memorial Hall See page 12

Thursday 12 All day Baptist Church  Weymouth Trip See page 2

Friday 20 2 - 4pm Clothing Exchange, Baptist Church See page 14

Saturday 28 10am - 2pm Goose Fair,  St Laurence Church See page 12

The annual 
Easter Egg  Hunt at 
The Moot brought 
crowds of children 
who searched for 
the 4,000 eggs 
hidden in the grass.

THE MOOT EASTER EGG HUNT

mailto:editor@indownton.org.uk
mailto:editor@indownton.org.uk

