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 InDownton
Partridge Fair starts Christmas

The Partridge Fair on the 
evening of Saturday 7 December 
will have all the usual attractions 
plus a new feature this year: 
“Paint a bauble and light up the 
world” with all necessary 
materials provided.  Look out for 
extra special lighting too.

Stalls will start serving at 
5:30pm.  The procession to the 
Christmas Tree starts from the 
White Horse at 6:00, and 
participants are asked to 
arrived 10 minutes beforehand.  
There will be a prize for the 
best costume.  If the weather is 

Comment
We’re looking at providing 

more ways to let everyone 
know what’s happening in 
Downton.  Our twitter feed 
often has reminders of 
upcoming village events  and 
you’ll find more photos of 
the opening of the circular 
footpath and Remembrance 
Sunday outside the 
Memorial Hall on our 
website.  Do follow us on 
twitter @indownton and 
check our website, 
indownton.org.uk. 

This Christmas there’s the 
now traditional switching on 
of Downton’s Christmas 
Tree lights on 7 December to 
look forward to and the 
Christmas Festival on the 
weekend of 15/16 December.  
It all helps make our village 
such a special place to live.

The contributors, and 
everyone involved in the 
newsletter, wish you a 
peaceful and blessed festive 
season.  Thank you for your 
support.

The Editor

Victory in Europe Day, generally known as VE Day, was the public holiday on 8 May 1945 which 
marked the formal acceptance by the Allies of World War II of Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender 
of its armed forces.  The 8th May 2020 has been designated as a Bank Holiday to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the original VE Day.  Have you got anything planned?

Downton Parish Council is looking for ideas to help the village mark the occasion. Should there be 
an old fashioned street party in the Borough for the whole village, where everyone brings their own 
picnic to the table? Should there be a tea dance for the residents born before and during the war? Would 
you rather celebrate and remember in a different way? The Council would like to set aside some money 
to help facilitate an appropriate celebration which will recognise the importance of the day.  Email the 
Parish Clerk with ideas on clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk.

VE DAY 2020

Christmas

very wet and windy weather, 
once the Christmas Tree lights have been switched on, 
Father Christmas will lead a move to the Memorial 
Hall, which will be bedecked in Christmas Lights  - 
and the festivities will continue in the warm and dry.   Entertainment will 
be provided by Downton Community Choir and Downton Primary 
School Choir, with a chance for everyone to join in some carol singing to 
round off the evening.   Last year over 300 people attended and drank 175 
mugs of hot mulled wine, 70 cups of hot chocolate, 100 cups of orange 
juice, ate 250 mince pies and gingerbread biscuits and had a great evening 
with Father Christmas and their friends. Profits went to “Children with 
Cancer” and to Downton pre-school to help with equipment for their 
new venue.
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Downton Baptist Church is holding a 
Photograph Competition to raise funds to 
support the charity PCF (Purple Community 
Fund).  The Photo Competition is open to all, 
with a Junior Section for budding photographers 
under 18.  With a closing date at the beginning 
of March, now is the time to start preparing and 
collecting ideas (and taking those photographs).                                              

The four categories will be Family; 
Community; Social Justice and Respect for Our 
World.  There will be prizes for the winner, 
runner-up and under-18 in each category.  The 
winning photos are likely to be included in a 
calendar raising funds to support the work of 
PCF.  Various prizes will be donated by local 
businesses.  The entry deadline is Sunday 1st 
March and there will be an exhibition on Sunday 
8 March 11.45am - 4pm at DBC (with 
refreshments)  The competition will cost £10 
per photograph (£5 for under-18s) to enter and 
entry forms can be found at downtonbaptist.org 
or collected from DBC.

DBC has been supporting the PCF for many 
years. The charity helps and supports families 
living in the worst and most dangerous urban 
slums in the Philippines with community 
education, health programmes, mentoring, and 
livelihood and skills training. Next April a group 
from the church will be going to Manila to 
support PCF’s work with young mothers who 
are at risk of dropping out of education. PCF 
are hoping to help these mothers to access 
college places and to increase their employment 
prospects, thereby helping them and their 
children to escape from extreme poverty.  More 
information on the charity from www.p-c-f.org 

TAKE A PHOTO TO SUPPORT PCF

A special nativity with 
farm animals is being held at 
the Baptist Church field on 
Wednesday 11th December for 
pre-school children which will 
include crafts and music as 

well as lots of farm animals to 
see and hold.   Families are 
welcome between 9am and 
11am to share this special 
Christmas treat.

LITTLE CLUB NATIVITY
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At Downton Pre School during the autumn 
term, the children have been able to learn in 
small groups outdoors, exploring the changing 
seasons - and are looking forward to continuing 
to do so as winter approaches.  Splashing in 
puddles was excellent fun.  They have also been 
finding out more about  Fireworks, Winter, 
Christmas, Hanukkah and Armistice Day, and 
extending their skills by trying different crafts, 
all connected with their learning about these 
topics.

The pre-school will be running their annual 
‘Hot chocolate and gingerbread stall’ again this 
year at the Partridge fair on 

December 7 (see front 
page) and look forward 
to seeing you there!

There are still 
spaces available for 
after Christmas, and 
visitors are very 
welcome to come and 
have a look around. 
More information on 
downtonpreschool.co.uk 
or call 511178.

RAIN DOES NOT STOP PLAY

Special Church Services this December 
Sunday 1st 4pm Advent Play: The Fourth Wise Man, St Laurence 

Wednesday 11th 9am Little Club Nativity with farm animals, Baptist Church Field

Thursday 12th 10.30am Christmas Service followed by a Christmas lunch, Baptist Church

Sunday 15th 10am Church for Everyone, Cafe style with Nativity, St Laurence


6.30pm Village Carol Service with Downton Band, St Laurence

Thursday 19th 11.30am Christmas Carol Service and mince pies, Baptist Church

Sunday 22nd 10.30am Children and Families interactive Christmas Service, Baptist Church

 6.30pm DBC Candlelit Carol Service with refreshments afterwards

Christmas Eve 24th 5pm Christingle Service, St Laurence 


11.30pm Midnight Communion, St Laurence

Christmas Day 25th 8am Holy Communion, Book of Common Prayer, St Laurence


10am All age worship with Holy Communion, St Laurence

10.30am All age Christmas Celebration, children invited to bring a present, DBC 

For details of Roman Catholic Services, call 01722 333581 or go to salisburycatholics.org

For details of Methodist Services at Woodfalls Methodist Church go to woodfallsmethodistchurch.org.uk

A family run business with our sister company in 
Fordingbridge, we pride ourselves for customer 

service and our knowledge in the meat trade.  We 
source as much local produce as possible, and 

dry hang our beef  for at least 3 weeks.

Christmas Specials 
Award winning free 

range turkeys  

Geese and ducks 

Rolled turkey breast 

Gammon and hams 

3 bird roasts 

Order by 9 December 
for Christmas
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The popular Lover Repair Cafe is keen to offer 
its help with Christmas preparations, as well as 
continuing to provide its standard service.  Their 
team of experts are on hand every Wednesday 
morning to repair a wide range of domestic items 
that are broken as well as providing advice on 
technical issues.  As Christmas approaches, it 
might be that the Christmas lights are broken, or 
some decorations need mending.  The service is 
free of charge, although donations may be made to 
go towards financing the service and to local 
charities.  The team will also repair items that are 
no longer required, if they can then be reused to 
support families in need.

A new service that they are now able to offer is 
to prepare small / medium sized domestic 
appliances for recycling, by stripping them down 
into their component parts, and sending those 

parts to an authorised 
recycling centre. This 
service does incur a 
small charge of £1 per 
appliance.

Since April, the cafe 
has carried out over 350 
repairs, and has more 
than 20 volunteers, 
offering a diverse range of expertise.  They have 
supported several charities, including SANDS, 
Redlynch British Legion, McMillan Nurses and 
Downton 4Family, by way of donations and 
practical help with the supply of electrical 
appliances and furniture etc.

Visit the Lover Village Hall Repair Cafe any 
Wednesday morning between 10am and 12 or email 
loverrepaircafe@gmail.com.

FIX IT FOR CHRISTMAS

INBLOOM 2020
The Downton Society has done the 

groundwork for the village entry into the 
RHS "South West In Bloom" competition 
2020.  The plans include a diverse range of 
projects: a giant topiary cuckoo; newcflower tubs 
in the Borough; planters filled with flowers on 
bridges; more sustainable watering systems, 
including a bowser; floral displays reflecting 
some of Downton's history - from lace-making 
to tanning - from railways to the mini car; 
discounts for residents buying hanging baskets; 
new planting in the Memorial Gardens and 
Millennium Green.

Many local organisations are contributing.  
The Parish Council is providing some funding, 
the Primary school is having an old boot 

planting campaign and Trafalgar art & design 
students are planning to contribute too.  Local 
businesses, including those on the Industrial 
estate, have been approached for sponsorship.  
The Green Group, Horticultural Society, local 
artists, scouts and groups of residents are all 
planning to make a difference and there will be a 
floral themed competition for all parts of the 
village.  

If you would like to join in to make 
Downton an (even) more attractive place, look 
for ideas on the Downton in Bloom Facebook 
page, visit thedowntonsociety.org or send your 
comments, telling us what you’d like to do to 
downtoninbloom@gmail.com
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Following the recent closure of the 
Headlands Post Office, the Parish Council’s 
working group continues to actively follow up 
various opportunities but as yet without  
success. Leaflets have been sent to the business 
community and there has been some response to 
a survey, but very few comments or suggestions 
have been forthcoming. There is a possibility of 
having a mobile post office in the village for one 

day a week but someone would be 
needed to staff it.  If you have any 
interest in doing this - even if you don’t have 
previous experience - then please contact 
janebren555@gmail.com.  Training can be 
provided.  It may also be possible to share the 
role if that suits.  The working group is also 
looking at potential premises and is determined 
to keep seeking a solution.

BOWLS CLUB ALL THE YEAR ROUND
At the Club’s Finals Weekend, relatively new 

bowlers made their presence felt. Rod Hall won 
the Open Sets Singles championship, Paul 
Richards made the final of the Men’s Singles and 
Cathy Dean won the Novice Championship. 
There was still room for the more experienced 
bowlers as Bob Tanner and Marie Clarke won 
the Mixed Pairs.

The Bowling Club does not switch off once 
the season finishes - the winter agenda includes 

Race Nights, 
Skittles and Quiz 
evenings, and 
Coffee & Cake 
Mornings every 
other Wednesday, the next one being on 4 
December.  If you are interested in any of these 
events, or joining the club, email 
downtonbowls@gmail.com or contact Alan 
Waters on 512531. 

POST OFFICE LATEST

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT THE MEMORIAL HALL
There’s an opportunity to see the New Year 

in by partying the night away In the Memorial 
Hall, Downton, 8.30pm-12.30am.  Soul 
Conspiracy is a local seven piece band featuring 
a female singer with a powerful and distinctive 
voice backed by a brass section.  They play Soul 
and other dance favourites.  Tickets at £15 each, 
or £120 for a table of 8, include a glass of bubbly 
and are available from Malcolm Dean (07776 
132775), Martin Easterbrook (07776 308933) or 
Hilary Mace (07760 415818).  There will be a 

Licensed Bar 
available and 
party goers 
should bring 
their own 
food.  Profits from the event will go towards 
buying a large, drop-down projection screen for 
showing films at the Memorial Hall.  As this is a 
fund raising event, the organisers would 
appreciate it if all alcoholic drinks are bought 
from the bar.
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Downton bell ringers have won three area 
competitions this year - a great achievement for 
this small band of dedicated individuals. It takes 
considerable practice for each person in the 
team to be up to competition standard and ring 
their bell at exactly the right time.  Teams of 
bell-ringers can test their skills at “striking 
competitions” and the Downton team have done 
just that.  They took part in three competitions, 
with three different teams, albeit with some core 
members who competed at all the events.

As with everything, competing can be nerve 
wracking.  The judges make their comments first 
and each band in the order of ringing is told 
where their striking was not as good as it might 
have been - then the marks are given out.  The 
band who ring with fewest mistakes wins. 

Nine bands of ringers from all over 
Wiltshire, and parts of Dorset took part in the 
Guild 8 bell competition, which was held at 
Whitchurch Canonicorum.   Five Downton 
ringers were joined by three ringers from 
Salisbury to make up the winning Salisbury 
Branch team.  

The second competition was the Salisbury 
Branch 6 bell competition, held at Coombe 
Bissett on a sunny Saturday afternoon in June.  
The Downton ringers were fairly confident as 
they had been practising the test piece on 
Sunday mornings, with their team of  “home” 
ringers.  10 different teams had entered, so there 
was plenty of time to enjoy the sunshine, cakes 
and company while the ringing was taking place.  
Downton duly won their second trophy.

The third and final competition of the year 
was the Guild 6 bell competition.  Unfortunately 
only 5 of the regular Sunday service band were 

available to ring on the day, so the band 
“borrowed” a ringer from Salisbury.  The band 
practised hard, including a 40 minute non-stop 
ring at Coombe Bissett in the week before the 
competition.   Ten teams had entered the 
contest, which was held at Child Okeford.  The 
judge complimented Downton’s ringer of the 
biggest bell (lowest note) on his excellent ringing 
- well done to Martin.  There was much grinning 
in the Downton team as they won their third 
striking competition trophy of the year.

If you are interested in finding out more - or 
fancy having a go -  then make your way up the 
tower on a Sunday morning at 9.30am or contact 
Bob Plaskett on 511258 or Martin/Rhoda Willson 
on 511627.  The team look forward to welcoming 
you and introducing you to the joys of ringing.

BELLRINGERS THREE GREAT STRIKES

The winning teams from top for the Guild 6, Branch 6 and Guild 8.

Redlynch Village Hall

presents


New Year’s Day Walk 
and Hot Lunch


Walk starts 11.15am 
from Redlynch Village 

Hall

Hot Lunch £10

Kids Half Price

To Book lunch call 

512042
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DOWNTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 2020 PROGRAMME

Despite torrential rain, winds and England 
playing in the final of the rugby world cup, the 
Downton Circular Path opening in November 
was well attended. Twenty five people 
witnessed the cutting of the ribbon by walking 
guru Martin Wright, and generous helpings of 
fizz and cake were enjoyed. The Footpath group 
would like to thank everyone who came, and 
everyone who helped.  Five hardy souls opted to 
walk the circular walk to mark the occasion, and 
although the weather improved temporarily, it 
was very muddy! Directions and a route map 
can be found in the Borough Café and village 
pubs or the Downton Society’s website:  
thedowntonsociety.org/footpaths.  

The Footpath Group has one last walk for 
the year: the Mince Pie Walk on the 21 
December, open to all. Details will be posted 
nearer the time on the Downton Society 
website, or email susankirsten@btinternet.com.

CIRCULAR FOOTPATH OPENING

DHS is now planning its events for 2020, the 
first of which will be an illustrated talk on 
‘Hillier’s Gardens’ by wildlife photographer and 
lecturer, John Coombes in the Memorial Hall at 
7.30pm on Thursday 27 February. The award-
winning gardens are famous the world over and 
are continually developed to further Sir Harold 
Hillier’s philosophy of horticulture, 
conservation, education and recreation.

On 26 March, also in the Memorial Hall at 
7.30pm, Marcus Dancer will be giving an 
illustrated talk on ‘Trees and Shrubs for Winter 
Colour’.  Marcus runs his own nursery at 
Sandleheath specialising in Clematis plants, 
shrubs & perennials that he sells at various plant 
sales, local markets etc.

The Summer Show will be on Saturday 6 
June and the Autumn Show on Saturday 5 
September.  The photographic classes in the 
summer show will be ‘Sunrise/Sunset’ and 
‘Animal Magic’.  You don’t need to be an expert 
photographer - judging is by popular vote.  

When splitting up perennials or if you have 
spare plants, remember that donations of plants 
to sell are always welcome - either at the Plant 
and Table-top sale on Saturday 9 May or on the 
sales table at all other events.  All events are free 
although if you come often why not join the 
Society?  The annual subscription is only £6 and 
this covers booking expert speakers and 
contributes towards the events. For further 
information please contact Gordon Bishop 
511475.

Martin Wright cuts the ribbon for the new path and (left) drinks a toast with Susan Barnhurst-Davies
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The Downton Christmas Festival at St 
Laurence Church gets underway on Friday 13 
December at 7pm with a sung Evensong with the 
Laudamus Choir.  By then, the trees and 
decorations will be up and there will be mulled 
wine and pastries after the service.  This year the 
Festival has broadened its scope and is encouraging 
different exhibits - so expect to see wreaths, floral 
arrangements, decorated cakes and other 
Christmas related exhibits, as well as the usual 
Christmas trees.

The church will be open on Saturday from 
10am to 4pm and on Sunday from 11:30am to 4pm, 
with a varied programme of live music from local 
musicians.  The full programme is opposite on page 
9.  Entry is free.  There will be activities for 
children: Hunt for Oswald the Church Mouse, 
decorate your own gingerbread man, and send your 
letter to Santa via our Christmas Post Box. 
Refreshments will be available, including 
homemade cakes.

Funds raised will be divided between the 
Salisbury Trust for the Homeless, which provides 
housing access and support with education, 
training and development of life skills for those in 
need - and other local charitable causes.  The aim 
is to raise £2,000 this year.

More information from 510918 or 
DowntonChristmasFestival@outlook.com.

Last year’s festival

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL WEEKEND

Downton’s Memorial hall continues to be 
improved, with a new ceiling and lights, plus 
redecoration to the hall, kitchen area and lobby 
scheduled for January. The committee are 
hosting a New Year’s Eve party, with live 
music(see page 6), to raise funds for a drop down 
screen for the hall.  There will be another fund 
raising evening, shared with the Moot, on 14 
March when Suite Jazz will be playing.

To celebrate Village Hall Week, the 
Memorial Centre will be showcasing its facilities 
to the business community on Friday 24 January 

from 12-2pm, with a working sandwich lunch 
provided.  It will then be open on Saturday 25 
January from 10-2pm, so that existing users can 
showcase their classes and anyone who is 
thinking of hiring the facilities in future can see 
what’s available. Everyone is welcome to find out 
what’s on offer.  The committee run the centre 
on behalf of the village and the wider 
community.  They would welcome more 
committee members and trustees to help.  
Contact the Chairman Susan Barnhurst-Davies 
email susankirsten@btinternet.com.

MEMORIAL CENTRE
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The Moot relies on volunteers to keep going, 
and is looking for people who could spare some 
time to be called upon when the tools and 
resources are available to have a working period. 
Both the ‘Thursday Team’ and the ‘Border Team’ 
keep the Moot looking at its best.   It is not all 
manual effort as there is a range of motorised 
garden tools to use - two ride-on mowers, one of 
which doubles as a tractor with a trailer, and a set 
of strimmers, hedge cutters and brush cutters 
which all need operators. This last year has been a 
great growing time for shrubs, trees and nettles 
resulting in plenty of clearance work for the 
‘Thursday Team’.   The new leaf collector 

attachment for 
the tractor has 
improved the 
tidiness 
generally and 
made manual 
efforts with 
rakes more efficient. With yet another large drop 
of autumnal leaves it is a struggle to keep on top, 
especially during this exceptionally wet period.  To 
keep this level of maintenance across the Moot, 
more help is needed.  Contact Jeremy Parsons, 
Moot Site Manager, on 512963 or email 
parsons@lcb.uk.com with your contact details.  

The centre has been providing care and 
company for elderly residents of Downton and 
surrounding villages since 1980.  There is space for 
new members to join for days out, lunch with 
friends, games and interesting talks. It meets in 
the Garden Room in Ashley Grange on 
Wednesdays, 10am - 3pm.

For further information or to book a visit 
contact: Julie Beckett (Organiser) 07570 799358, 
Susan Barnhurst-Davies 512963 or Jeremy Parsons 
07762 218409.

BARFORD DAY CENTRE

MOOT NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

Christmas Tree Festival Music Programme

Saturday 14 December 

10.00 - 10.30 Downton Training Band

10.40 - 11.10 DADA

11.20 - 11.50 To be confirmed

12.00 - 12.30 Downton Community Choir

12.40 - 13.10 Wessex Folk

13.20 - 13.50 Fordingbridge Handbell Ringers

14.00 - 14.30 Ottoccorde Mandolins

14.40 - 15.10 Village singers

15.20 - 15.50 Downton Beginners Band

Sunday 17 December 

11.30 - 12.00 Downton Primary School Choir

12.10 - 12.40 Downton Jubilee Brass

12.50 - 13.20 Barber Close Harmony Quartet

13.30 - 14.00 Downton Chamber Voices

14.10 - 14.15 St Cecilia Chamber Group

14.25 - 14.40 Briddon Musical Miscellany

14.50 - 15.20 Briddon Singers

15.30 - 16.00 Christmas Organ Music
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Once a month, on a Friday morning, 
Downton Baptist Church is transformed into a 
clothing store.  The volunteers arrive and 
immediately get busy.  Clothing donations - bags 
and bags of them - are opened, inspected and 
sorted.  Each month is different and the team 
never quite know what to expect as different 
items ‘trend’ at different times.  Sometimes 
there’s a lot of shoes, sometimes it’s mens’ 
clothing that’s popular.  But it all needs to be 
sorted and laid out carefully so that when the 
Clothing Exchange opens at 2pm, people know 
where to find what they’re looking for.  Any 
items that are not suitable for sale are out-
sorted to go directly to the Trussell Trust where 
they can be recycled.  The Trussell Trust also 
takes excess clothing to sell in their shops.  This 
all helps to minimise waste and take steps 
towards a sustainable future.

Everyone is welcome to come and look at 
what’s on offer - and you are free to take 
anything you would like, at no charge.  You don’t 
even have to bring anything to swap.  
Refreshments are available during the 
afternoon, so if you haven’t been before, why 

not  come along to the next event to see what 
you can pick up?  You’ll be helping to conserve 
the planet’s valuable resources, as well as 
treating yourself to something new to wear.  If 
you want to donate, the church is open from 
Monday to Thursday, 9am - 1pm, as well as on 
Sunday morning from 10am - 12:15 pm.  Bag 
clean clothes in small carrier bags, as this makes 
it easier for the volunteers to carry them.

There will be no Clothing Exchange in 
December -  the next one is on 17 January.  More 
information from downtonbaptist.org.

Sorting clothes ready for 
the next visitors

Good Companions have just two of their 
regular Tuesday meetings planned in December.  
The first is a Christmas themed Bring & Buy on 
10 December.  On 17 December, entertainment 
will be provided by the Community Choir - with 
the usual boisterous communal singing of The 
Twelve Days of Christmas, followed by a festive 
tea.  They will then have a break until 7 January, 

when there will be another Bring & Buy - this 
one for “Surplus to Requirements” presents.  On 
28 January Downton Primary School Choir will 
entertain on the  anniversary of the club.

Meetings are held  in the Memorial Hall on 
Tuesdays from 2 to 4 pm. Regulars pay £1.50 and 
visitors  £2, which includes refreshments. Details 
from Julia Whitmarsh on 510601.

GOOD COMPANIONS

BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE CLOTHING EXCHANGE
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Downton Primary School has recently had 
lots of opportunities to reach out to the 
community and share their learning with family 
and friends.  Key Stage 1, with their family and 
friends, celebrated Harvest at the Cricket Field 
on the Borough where Revd Gimson led the 
service with contributions from the children.  
Everyone had the opportunity to praise God, be 
thankful for the harvest and even sit on a real-
life tractor.  The Key Stage 2 Harvest took place 
at DBC and was well attended by the family, 
friends and members of the community.  Philip 
Rhoades led the worship and the children 
contributed with poems, reading, drama, prayers 
and singing from the school choir. 

Every child in school took part in the recent 
RE Day, held at DBC, where learning was 
focused on ‘The Parable of the Mustard Seed’ 
linked to the school’s new Vision and Values.  
The children listened to the Bible parable, took 
part in interactive activities and helped to create 
their very own mustard tree  (pictured) which 

was taken back to school and now has pride of 
place in the school hall.   The school would like 
to thank Philip, Katy and other members of the 
church for making the day so memorable and 
linking the school values of ‘Peace, Love and Joy’ 
so clearly into the vision and Bible story.  Nearly 
300 children and adults took part in the day and 
they all had a fantastic time.

PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

In 2016 the Parish Council 
agreed a plan outlining the 
projects and priorities for the 
following three years.  Most 
of these have been completed, 
or are in progress.  A few have 
not been possible because 
circumstances have changed or 
resources have not been 
available.  Now the council 
needs to think about the next 
three years.  A Committee has 

met to plan a draft strategy and 
the Parish Council will 
consider the budget costs of 
these ideas and the impact on 
resources.  It is not too late to 
give comments or suggestions.  
The draft plan can be seen at 
downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
or by following the link on the 
village website.  Send 
comments by emailing the 
clerk 

(clerk@downtonparishcouncil.
gov.uk ) or the chair of the 
Communications workgroup 
(cornell.becky@hotmail.com)  
or by writing to ‘West View’ 
Slab Lane, Downton.  You can 
also come to the meeting on 
the 25 November at 7.30pm in 
the Bonvalot Room of the 
Memorial Centre when time 
for comments will be available 
at the start.

PARISH COUNCIL THREE YEAR PLAN
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The traditional village act of remembrance  took 
place on Remembrance Sunday on 10 November, 
when representatives of the village’s young peoples 
uniformed groups joining the Royal British Legion, 
Police, Wiltshire Council and Parish Council in laying 
wreaths outside the Memorial Hall.

The groups represented ranged from Rainbows to 
the Army Cadet Force, who lowered flags for the last 
post and stood still for a two minute silence.  The 
Downton Band then led the procession to St. 
Laurence Church for the Remembrance Service. 

Photos from the event outside the Memorial Hall 
can be viewed and downloaded from the newsletter 
website at indownton.org.uk. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2019

The Green Group have been investigating 
ways to tackle the problem of plastic waste and, 
in conjunction with the Parish Council, work has 
started on a campaign to earn Downton ‘plastic-
free’ status.  This is a national initiative giving a 
framework for communities to tackle the 
problem by starting to substantially reduce what 
they use and dispose of - although clearly 
eliminating plastic is not going to be possible!   

There are already a lot of individuals, groups and 
businesses in the village who are actively 
working to reduce, reuse and recycle - the plan is 
to extend the reach of the initiative to the whole 
spectrum of community life and activity.  More 
news to follow, and if you’re interested in being 
part of the steering group, helping out more 
generally, or just keeping informed of progress, 
call Chris Carter on 512249.

TOWARDS A ‘PLASTIC FREE’ VILLAGE
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For food shopping, the Co-op will be open 
until 8pm on Christmas Eve for last minute 
items, and is open again on Boxing Day between 
8am and 8pm.  It’s open as normal until New 
Year’s Eve when again it closes at 8pm, but is 
open on New Year’s Day between 8am and 8pm. 

The Downton Butchery is selling free range 
turkeys which have won a great taste award.  The 
deadline for special meat orders for Christmas is 
9 December.

The Borough Cafe closes on Christmas Eve 
and and New Year’s Eve at 3pm.  On  Saturday 28 
December it’s open between 10am and 3pm and 

on Sunday 29 December between 9.30am and 
4pm.  The cafe is closed New Year’s Day.

Downton Tyre and Autocare closes at 
midday on Christmas Eve and opens again as 
normal on Tuesday 2 January. 

The White Horse is open Christmas Eve 
until 11pm, on Christmas Day until 4pm and 
Boxing Day until 11pm.  There’s special 
Christmas Fayre menus available throughout 
December. An Abba Tribute entertains on Friday 
6th February for £10 including a buffet.  On 
New Year’s Eve the pub is open until 1am with a 
buffet available for £9.  It’s open as usual on New 
Year’s Day from 12noon until 11pm.

Concern about the effects of climate change 
and exploring ways to reduce  carbon emissions 
prompted Downton Green Group to run a 
‘Climate emergency’ stall outside the Co-op one 
Saturday morning in September.  Visitors to the 
stall were invited to taste vegetarian / vegan 
savoury snacks (one way to reduce your carbon 
footprint is to eat less meat) and challenged to 
place a variety of foods in order of their impact 
on the environment.  Thinking about what 
individuals can do to play their part, as well as 
what the community can do collectively is an 
important feature of what the Green Group do.  
Wiltshire Council have recently introduced a 
‘Green Pledge’, encouraging individuals to ‘do 
their bit’ - more information is on their web-site 
as well as on the Green Group’s site.

Wiltshire Council’s Southern Area Board is 
holding a special public meeting on 28 
November to explore how communities can 
contribute to fighting the Climate Emergency.  
Downton Green Group will be represented.  It’s 
at Alderbury Village Hall, starting at 7pm.  Call 
07967 353836 if you are interested in sharing a 
lift, or offering a lift to others.  More 
information is on Wiltshire Council’s web-site - 
or the Downton Green Group site, events page.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY 

Green Group climate emergency stall

LOCAL BUSINESS OPENING HOURS

The city salon 
in Downton Village

Hair Art aim to give clients the best care:  

a hairstyle that looks fantastic, and individual 

attention to detail.

Enjoy mulled wine and Prosecco
in December!

T: 01725 512 690 

www.hairartdownton.co.uk

THE HEADLANDS,
DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE 
SP5 3HH

To arrange a visit, or book an appointment,  
please call: 01725 510303

58 The Borough, Downton, Salisbury SP5 3ND 
www.theboroughdentalpractice.co.uk

Welcoming New Patients!
Dentists:- 

 
Jenny Wordley BDS

 
Richard Stephenson BDS
Charlie Killick  BDS Msc
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Parish Council Surgeries
Downton Parish Council holds monthly surgeries 

for residents to raise and discuss local issues with 
councillors in a less formal setting than the monthly 
Parish Council meeting. Two parish councillors are 
on hand to meet with residents and the surgeries are 
normally held on the first Saturday of each month.   
The next surgeries will be held at the Memorial Hall, 
from 9 am to 10 am on these dates:

Saturday 7 December 
Saturday 4 January

It’s been another 
successful year for Downton 
Moviola and the organisers 
would like to thank all film 
lovers and volunteers for their 
help and support this year, 
which has helped to maintain 

the tradition of cinema 
coming to the community. 
More volunteers are always 
needed, so do make contact 
with the organisers if you can 
help.  There is no film in 
December but the new season 

starts again on 18 January with 
further films on 15 February, 21 
March and 18 April. 

For further details please 
contact Susan 512963 or 
susankirsten@btinternet.com

Downton 4 Family is seeking a new 
Treasurer to support their work providing 
support to families in the local area. They are a 
small charity whose board of trustees meet four 
times a year. The current Treasure has set up all 
their systems so the new Treasurer needs to be 
competent with spreadsheets and happy to 

present figures to the 
board.  An understanding of Charity financial  
processes to take the charity forward is a bonus. 
They would be very pleased to hear from you if 
you are interested. Please call Philip Rhoades on 
07468 491143.  Starting date is March 2020. A 
full induction will be provided.

DOWNTON MOVIOLA

DOWNTON 4 FAMILY NEEDS A TREASURER

Downton Green Group is determined to 
encourage people to make less use of plastic - 
and to avoid sending waste plastic to landfill, in 
so far as is possible.  As a part of the campaign, 
it ran a workshop at the library, and was pleased 
that so many people attended to find out how to 
pack clean and dry waste plastic into reused 
plastic bottles to make ‘eco-bricks’.  Downton 
Guides and Rangers are also on board with the 
project, and gave up one of their meetings to 
make the bricks.  Some  have already been sent 
to a recycling garden project in Christchurch, 
and it is hoped to use others as part of ‘Downton 
in Bloom’ gardening projects.  There are several 
people who would like to recycle their plastic 
rubbish this way, but do not have the bottles in 

which to do it.  
If you do have 
any suitable 
bottles (1 litre 
and 2 litre 
drinks bottles 
are useful - 
particularly 
those wider 
mouthed bottles) you could drop them off at the 
recycling shed (behind the Baptist Church) and 
the Green Group will see that they are re-
distributed.  Similarly those who have completed 
eco-bricks can leave registered bricks in the 
shed, from where they will be  sent on to be used 
in construction projects.

ECO BRICK MAKING

Ecobrick workshop at the library
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VILLAGE WEBSITE
downtonvillage.co.uk

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Cllr Richard Clewer

53 Highlands Avenue, Whiteparish, 
Salisbury SP5 2SZ

01794 884550
richard.clewer@wiltshire.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCIL
Bev Cornish, Clerk to the Parish 

Council 01725 513874
10am - 3pm Monday - Friday

Surgeries 1st Saturday each month
9am - 10am Memorial Hall

clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

HIGH STREET PHARMACY
Monday  to Friday 8.30am - 6pm

(closed for lunch 1-2pm)
Saturday 9am - 12noon

Tel: 01725 510388

CHILD HEALTH CLINIC
2nd and 4th Mondays  

Memorial Centre
For families with children up to age 5 

(including antenatal care)
To contact the team call 07976857803 

or  033 33 214 257

LIBRARY
 Monday 2pm - 7pm
Tuesday 2pm - 5pm*

Wednesday 2pm - 5pm*
Thursday 10am - 1pm, 1pm - 5pm*

Friday 10am - 5pm
Saturday 10am - 1pm

* volunteer operated sessions

LEISURE CENTRE
Wick Lane

Monday to Thursday 8am - 10pm
Friday 8am - 9pm

Saturday 9am - 4pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm

01725 513668
downtonleisurecentre.co.uk

MEMORIAL CENTRE
To book hall or meeting rooms

contact Hilary Mace 07760 415818 
email bookingsecretary@

downtonmemorialcentre.co.uk.  
Full details see 

downtonmemorialcentre.co.uk.

ST LAURENCE PARISH CHURCH
Sunday Services 8am & 10am
 Vicar: Rev Frank Gimson,

The Vicarage, Barford Lane, Downton, Salisbury SP5 3QA
01725 510326; vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk

stlaurencedownton.co.uk

DOWNTON METHODIST CHURCH
Now Closed

Woodfalls Methodist Church
The Ridge, Woodfalls, Salisbury SP5 2LH 

Alternating regular Services on Sundays or Mondays at 10.45am, 
More details 01722 421980 (answerphone)

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
(ROMAN CATHOLIC)

Barford Lane, Downton SP5 3QA
No regular Sunday Service

Enquiries: St Osmund’s, 95 Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF
Telephone: 01722 333581; office@salisburycatholics.org

salisburycatholicdeanery.org

DOWNTON BAPTIST CHURCH (DBC) 
South Lane, Downton SP5 3NA

Sunday Services 10.30am & 6.30pm, Thursdays 11.30am
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades & Rev Katy Ullyatt

07468 491143 (out of hours contact number)
Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com

Church Office 01725 512971  office@downtonbaptist.org
downtonbaptist.org

VILLAGE CHURCHES’ REGULAR SERVICES

WHAT CAN YOU RECYCLE IN 
THE VILLAGE?

mailto:vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://www.downtonbaptist.com
mailto:clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov
mailto:downtonparishclerk@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:office@salisburycatholics.org
mailto:office@salisburycatholics.org
mailto:clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov
mailto:downtonparishclerk@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://www.downtonbaptist.com
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Sponsored by Downton Baptist Church
Website: indownton.org.uk Email: editor@indownton.org.uk

Twitter @indownton

Next Issue  
Publication date: 18 January 2020

Email items for inclusion by: 5 January 2020

What, Where, When

November

Saturday 30 10.30am - 4pm Open House at Corn Mill, High Street, Lynn Purcell Glassworks See page 5

December

Sunday 1 10.30am - 4pm Open House at Corn Mill, High Street, Lynn Purcell Glassworks See page 5

Friday 6 4:30pm - 6.30pm Downton Primary School Association Christmas Fair See page 10

Saturday 7 9am -10am Parish Council Surgery, Memorial Hall See page 14

Saturday 7 10am - 12 noon Lover Christmas Fair, Redlynch Village Hall. To book a table call 510753. See page 12

Saturday 7 6pm Partridge Fair, Borough Green See page 1

Tuesday 10 2pm - 4pm Good Companions Bring & Buy See page 11

Tuesday 10 7.30pm Downton Band Concert, Charlton All Saints

Wednesday 11 9am - 11am Little Club Nativity with farm animals, Baptist Church Field See page 2

Friday 13 7 pm Christmas Festival Opening - Sung Evensong with Laudamus choir See page 8

Saturday 14 10am - 4pm Christmas Festival, St Laurence Church See page 8

Saturday 14 6pm Downton Band Concert, check posters and band website for details.

Saturday 14 7:30pm Lover Christmas Party, Redlynch Village Hall. Tickets £5 from 513448. See page 12

Sunday 15 11:30am - 4pm Christmas Festival, St Laurence Church See page 8

Sunday 15 6:30pm Village Carol Service, St Laurence Church See page 2

Tuesday 17 2pm - 4pm Good Companions Christmas party See page 10

Tuesday 31 8:30pm - 
12.30am

New Year’s Eve Dance, Memorial Hall See page 6

January

Tuesday 1 11.15am New Year’s Day Walk & Lunch, Redlynch Village Hall See page 6

Saturday 5 9am -10am Parish Council Surgery, Memorial Hall See page 13

Sunday 5 Deadline for contributions to ‘Winter InDownton’

Friday 17 2pm - 4pm Clothing Exchange, Baptist Church See page 10

Saturday 18 Winter InDownton publication date

mailto:editor@indownton.org.uk
mailto:editor@indownton.org.uk

