
INDOWNTON.ORG.UK ISSUE 62  APRIL 2019

PAGE �1

Spring

 InDownton
Minis cavalcade through village 
to celebrate their 60th birthday 
as Cuckoo Fair hits 40! 

2019 sees a combined 
century of anniversaries 
for Downton.  It will see 
the 40th modern 
Downton Cuckoo Fair 
thanks to the enthusiasm 
and dedication of a group 
of local people. 60 years 
of the iconic British Mini 
is also being marked this 
year, and Downton’s role 
in its history through 
Downton Engineering 
Works provides another 
reason to celebrate.  On Saturday 4 May, the Fair will be opened by the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Salisbury and the Cuckoo Fair, in conjunction 
with the Downton Motor Club, is hosting a cavalcade of Minis from the 
last 60 years which will be driven through the village in the direction of 
The Bull Hotel, ahead of the annual procession.

The Fair continues to be free to visit with numerous car parks 
available at a charge of £5. To ensure the safety of visitors, the B3080 
through the village will close from 8am and residents are asked to move 
their cars off the road and use the car parks available. Car parks will be 
open from 6.30pm on the day of the Fair and residents will receive a car 
park permit. continued on page 3

Comment
This issue heralds the 

coming of Spring, Easter and 
the Cuckoo Fair.  Thanks to 
Edna and Tony Pike, who 
have been instrumental in 
keeping the fair going for so 
many years, we’ve had access 
to a scrapbook of many 
highlights over the 40 years 
of the modern fair.  When 
we have space, we’ll bring 
you more photos from their 
archives, which chart the 
extraordinary success of this 
village event.

We’ve tried to fit in as 
many articles and pieces of 
news as possible.  The aim is 
to have something of 
interest to as many people as 
possible.  Thank you to 
everyone who has 
contributed, and if you know 
of a village event which 
we’ve missed, please do send 
future news via the contact 
details on the back page.

Have a Happy Easter and 
Cuckoo Fair.

The Editor

Gina Fox is crowned Cuckoo Fair Princess in 1980, when the 
modern Cuckoo Fair was reborn

Downton’s Churches 
welcome everyone for their Holy 
Week and Easter services.  The 
Sunday before Easter is Palm 
Sunday, when palm crosses are 
distributed at the 10am service 
at St Laurence.  There are 
Maundy Thursday evening 
services at the Baptist Church at 

6.30pm and at St Laurence at 
7pm, which is followed by a 
Silent Watch.  On Good Friday 
morning, the Baptist Church has 
Easter Crafts for Families at 
9.30am, while St Laurence marks 
the Stations of the Cross at 
9.30am.  All the churches come 
together for the March of 

Witness through the village 
starting 1t 1.15pm at Greenacres 
and finishing at St Laurence 
Church for a service at 2pm.

On Easter Sunday there are 
celebration services at St 
Laurence, the Baptist Church 
and Methodist Church.  See 
inside for more details.

EASTER CELEBRATIONS AT DOWNTON CHURCHES
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The 60th anniversary of the original mini 
car is marked by the cavalcade through the 
village before the Cuckoo Fair, and will continue 
at the Classic Vehicle Show at Downton Football 
Club,Wick Lane from 10am - 3.30pm.

Downton Engineering was an old established 
village company which moved into providing 
parts and kits to improve everyday cars in the 
1950s.  After the Austin Mini started production 
in 1959, Mini Coopers with Downton 
Engineering improvements won a number of 
races and became very popular.  Many Downton 
Minis still exist, and will be attending the show, 

along with other classic and more modern cars, 
bikes and vans.

Admission to the show is free and stalls will 
sell refreshments, gifts and a Win A Car raffle.  
More information: downtonmotorclub.co.uk

Last year’s show

CLASSIC CAR SHOW AT CUCKOO FAIR

There’s been a church 
service as part of the Cuckoo 
Fair since it’s revival in 1980.  
At various times it’s taken 
place at St. Laurence Church, 

outside in the Memorial 
Gardens, on The Borough and 
its current venue for the last 
few years has been the 
Memorial Hall.  This year 

Downton Churches Together 
will be joined by Downton 
Band at 10am on Sunday 5 
May for a celebration.

CUCKOO FAIR SERVICE

On Cuckoo Fair day, St 
Laurence’s Larder will be in 
the Memorial Hall.  The team 
will be serving refreshments 
all day until 4pm, including 
bacon rolls and hot drinks 

from 7.30am, morning coffee 
with cakes, light lunches and 
puddings, and afternoon cakes 
and cream teas.  There will be 
an opportunity to have a sit 
down before re-joining the 

excitement of the Fair.  The 
food will be home made and 
additional help would be very 
welcome.  Contact Judy 
Gimson, 510326.

ST LAURENCE’S LARDER AT THE CUCKOO FAIR

The Baptist Church in 
South Lane will be open on 
Cuckoo Fair Saturday between 
10am and 4pm for a moment 

of peace amidst the 
celebrations.  Homemade 
cakes, cheese scones and 
drinks will be available and all 

donations will go to the work 
of PCF community projects in 
the Philippines.

BAPTIST CHURCH OPEN ON CUCKOO FAIR SATURDAY
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Village fairs in Downton can be traced back 
to the 11th century.  By the 1530s, the spring fair 
had been called the Cuckoo Fair, at which a 
Cuckoo King was crowned.  By the beginning of 
the 20th century, the fair was for hiring labour 
and selling livestock as well as for festivities.  
The last such fair was held in 1920.  In 1980, a 
group of villagers planned a regeneration of the 
fair centred on the Moot, but including a craft 
fair and maypole dances in The Borough.

Over the years, the fair has grown to attract 
20,000 visitors and become focussed on The 
Borough with craft stalls, local charity stalls and 
entertainment.  It has raised over £1 million for 
local groups since 1980.  InDownton was given 
access to Tony and Edna’s scrapbooks which 
have records of the different events over the 
years, which provided the photos of older fairs.

This year the opening procession from The 
Headlands to the Maypole will take place at 
10.30 am and entertainment will take place 
continually outside The Bull, The White Horse 
and at the Maypole.

Mike Sutcliffe wins the Town Crier Contest in 1994

40TH CUCKOO FAIR CELEBRATES VILLAGE SUCCESS STORY

The old fair in the early 20th century

Patrick Moore at Cuckoo Fair in 1986

This year please residents are asked to leave 
a contact number on their car park permit inside 
the car windscreen. This is for contact if an 
emergency occurs in a car park.  Cars should be 
removed from the car park by 7pm on the day as 
the car parks will be closed at 7.30pm.

There will be limited access to the Co-op car 
park on the Friday evening before the Fair and it 
will shut completely at 10pm when the shop 
closes.  No cars should be left in the Co-op car 
park overnight. There will be a Produce Market 

to set up in it early the next morning!  As 
previously, there will be an emergency phone 
number to contact the Cuckoo Fair Event 
Control, available from 8am to 6pm for 
important emergencies.  

The Fair continues to rely on a team of 
volunteers to organise and manage it. If you’d 
like more information, or to get involved and 
help, contact the Downton Cuckoo Fair 
Committee via the website, cuckoofair.co.uk, or 
the Facebook page.

CUCKOO FAIR INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS. (continued from front page)

Forest Edge Flower Club 
are holding flower 
arranging classes for 
beginners / improvers 
starting Saturday 6 April at 
St Birinus Church, 
Woodfalls from 10am – 
1pm.  Cost £6.  More 
information: Sue Stickley 
510813 or 
suerog.stickley@virgin.net
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Dave Leeper – Trafalgar’s resident chef – was 
entered into the School Chef of the Year 
competition and beat around 50 semi-finalists 
(with his menu of chicken on a bean and leek 
ragout with focaccia and vegetables followed by 
chocolate and orange brownie with fruit compote) 
to have the opportunity to present the meal to a 
panel of culinary experts. He had to ensure it was 
Food Plan compliant, cost less than £1.30 per two-
course meal and would appeal to a 12 year old.

 At Weston College, Weston Super Mare, he 
was pitted against four other school chefs from the 
region and - under rigorous scrutiny - had to cook, 
from scratch, four portions of his meal. They didn’t 
just monitor the final dish but waste levels, 
preparation skills etc. They even tested his 
concentration by deliberately trying to distract and 
interrupt. Dave proved popular with the media and 

had more than his fair 
share of attention from 
TV and radio. 

 His dish proved to 
be the outright winner 
and the judges were also 
impressed with his 
ability to answer their 
questions, understand 
the complexities of the 
Food Plan and be able to 
explain how his recipe 
could be scaled up from 
four plates to serving hundreds. One judge – a 
development chef from the sponsors, McDougall’s 
– even asked for his brownie recipe.  Trafalgar can 
now boast that they have an award winning Chef 
and the best School Chef in the region!

Dave Leeper

TRAFALGAR’S CHEF WINS SCHOOL CHEF OF THE YEAR AWARD

Local  retired electrician, Richard Reed, was 
born in Zambia and grew up over the border in 
what is now the Democratic Republic of Congo.  
Close by, in this remote corner of NW Zambia, 
there was a small clinic, serving the needs of the 
locals, who may have had to travel for up to a week 
through the bush by any means of transport 
available, or on foot to get treatment. Some had 
even been known to come by wheelbarrow! Many 
came from over the border in Angola or D R 
Congo where there is no medical help at all.  A 
new hospital has now been built to take over from 
the clinic, and a charity (Solar 4 Sach) set up to 
raise the money to buy and install a solar  
electricity supply, as at present there is none. 

You can help the 
charity by joining them 
for a Fun Walk on 
Saturday 11 May in aid of 
Solar for Sach (and have a 
chance to win a beautiful 
quilt created by Barb 
Rice).  There will be 
circular walks starting 
from Downton for 
different abilities. Message the charity on  
FaceBook or email solar4sach@gmail.com to 
register your interest, receive details, sponsorship 
forms, and advice on setting up a sponsorship 
page.  More details of the project on 
orkidstudio.org/projects.

FUN WALK IN AID OF SOLAR 4 SACH
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On the afternoon of Sunday 19 May, from 12–
4pm, the Moot will become a hive of activity and a 
focus for all things wild. Downton Green Group, in 
co-operation with a variety of local organisations, 
is hosting a wildlife afternoon, which will be an 
opportunity to come along and find out more 
about the Moot’s wild secrets. 

There will be activities for all ages – so come 
along with kids, with friends or on your own.  
Some wellies might be advisable.  

The programme of events will include practical 
crafts, talks and activities – all showcasing the 
natural life of the Moot.  Amongst the many things 
to do, you will be able to explore lots of different 
habitats, looking for a variety of wild creatures; go 
on a bee safari; find out about the trees that grow 
in the Moot; watch (and listen to) the birds, guided 
by experts. You will be able to discover which 
plants attract bees and butterflies – and take home 
some samples / buy some seed.

Bringing together representatives from local 
organisations, including Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, 
RSPB, Millennium Green, Friends of the Moot the 
event promises to be a chance for everyone to 
really engage with nature.

Bring a picnic – and enter the Green Group’s 
Challenge – could you make it plastic free?  
Although refreshments will also be available!

For those interested in the bird life of the 
Moot, there will be a bird watching walk at 8am on 
1 May, led by Steve Oakes of RSPB.  See the Green 
Group’s website (downtongreengroup.co.uk) for 
more details as they become available.

A varied programme of Saturday morning 
walks is planned over the coming months, all 
detailed in the diary on the back page. 
Everybody is welcome on the walks.  Bring a 
drink and a snack, and wear appropriate clothing 
and footwear as the going can sometimes be 

muddy and uneven. Remember to bring money 
if the walk involves bus journeys and pub visits.  
Well behaved dogs are always welcome too! 
Walks will be cancelled in bad weather. Call 
Susan Barnhurst-Davies for further information 
on 512963 or 07875 036879.

WALKING GROUP

It is great to be looking 
forward to the summer 
months and no doubt the vast 
majority of donations will 
reflect this. For those of you 
who haven't yet come, please 

do so - usually the third Friday 
of the month 2-4pm at DBC. 
For regular visitors and 
donators - thank you for your 
continued support. Our next 
four dates (there isn't a 

Clothing Exchange in August) 
are: April 26, May 17, June 21 
and July 12.  Information 
about donating clothes is on 
the church’s website. 

BAPTIST CHURCH CLOTHING EXCHANGE

GO ‘WILD’ AT THE MOOT



  INDOWNTON.ORG.UK ISSUE 62  APRIL 2019

PAGE �6

The Pre-school are 
running a new ‘stay and play’ 
session on the first Friday of 
each month from 9.30-11am. 
The first one was held at the 
new setting behind the 
Memorial Hall at the 
beginning of March and was 
well received, with lots of 
positive feedback. Please note 
that adults who ‘stay’ will 
remain responsible for the 
children who ‘play’!  Families 
do not need to have a child at 

Downton Pre-school in order 
to come. The session costs 
£2.50 per family and includes a 
snack.    
This term the children will be 
learning about Spring, Easter 
and Growing.  They will be 
planting sunflowers and cress, 
doing Easter crafts and having 
an Easter egg hunt in the 
playground. 

Ducks will soon be on sale 
for the famous Cuckoo Fair 
Duck Race, so keep a lookout 

– you could win one of the 
prizes, which are said to be 
‘amazing’ this year!

DOWNTON PRE-SCHOOL ‘STAY AND PLAY’

This year’s Easter Egg Hunt will be on 
Easter Monday, 22 April, with the gates opening 
at 10:45 for a prompt 11am start.  The event is 
open for all children aged 11 or under, with entry 
costing £2.50 per child (including refreshments), 
but all children must be accompanied by an 
adult.  There will be 4,000 chocolate eggs to 
find – these will be hidden in the Sunken Lawn 
in the Moot.  Entrants will need a bag or pot to 
collect their findings.   As usual, refreshments 
will be available for adults too and there will be 
the popular Bring and Buy Plant Sale.  The 
organisers request that you don’t bring dogs to 

the event 
and would 
like to 
point out 
that they 
cannot 
guarantee 
the eggs 
won’t 
contain traces of nuts.  All proceeds will go to 
the Downton Moot Preservation Trust who 
oversee the running of the Moot on behalf of 
the village.

MOOT EASTER EGG HUNT

 

Call us: 01794 323296 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

    Call 01794 323296 or book online @ rdavery.com     
    New Road, Landford, Salisbury SP5 2AZ 
       

Your local garage for Car, Van & HGV 

 

    

MOT 
CENTRE 

 

CLASS 4, 5 & 7 

ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION AGM
All are welcome at the 

allotments AGM in the 
Sherwood Rooms, 7pm on 
Wednesday 10 April. Come 

and enjoy a drink from the bar 
and have your say!  If you wish 
to be considered for any of the 
committee positions or have 

any questions or concerns, 
contact the Chairman before 
the AGM. 512963 or 
susankirsten@btinternet.com

www.longwatertaichi.co.uk  01725 514546

dynamic 
vibrant 
active

Downton Memorial Hall
Weds  6.30pm - FREE 1st Class with this advert

Try 
TAI 
CHI

calming 
centred 
healing
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Green Matters  
from Downton Green Group 

Waste Free February….how did we do? 
Trying to achieve minimal household waste in 
February (a Wiltshire Wildlife Trust initiative - 
see Winter InDownton) was always going to 
be a challenge, although thanks to new 
initiatives like Ecobricks (see below) it’s 
becoming easier to recycle more and more.  
One Green Group member reports: “We got 
down to just a bread bag full of non recyclable 
waste by the end of the month. Unwanted 
cooked veg went on our compost heap but 
food waste such as meat, and fish skins, 
defeated us  – and where can toothpaste tubes 
be recycled?”  In fact, all food waste (including 
fish skins!) can be broken down in either a 
Green Cone or the so-called Green Johanna, 
available at a discount from Wiltshire Council 
(wiltshire.gov.uk/reducing-your-waste-and-
composting).  The Co-op now collects crisp 
packets for recycling (as well as used batteries, 
and Tassimo coffee pods). The Baptist Church 
collect plastic milk bottle tops for charity as 
does St Laurence church, so it is getting easier 
to 'slim your bin'. For a comprehensive list of 
other local recycling, see the ‘tips’ link on the 
Downton Green Group’s revamped website.
Plastic..again! ‘Ecobricks’ could be good 
news for the environment. 
Although most people are aware of the 
environmental damage caused by plastic, far 
too much still ends up being thrown away.  
Ecobricks could help to solve this problem 
until a more sustainable solution is found.   An 
ecobrick is a plastic bottle crammed with non-
recyclable plastic.  Completed bricks can be 
collected centrally or used towards specific 
community projects. Because they are packed 
to such a high density, they are very strong and 
can be used for construction purposes.  
Anyone can use their plastic waste to make an 
ecobrick although getting some advice first is 
definitely recommended - take a look at 
ecobricks.org or look at the Facebook Group 
‘Ecobricks Ringwood Area’ .  If you would like 
to be involved, and reduce your own plastic 
waste - or you have ideas about a local project 
-  then do get in touch. 

downtongreengroup.org.uk

RADIO DRAMA MURDER 
MYSTERY

To arrange a visit, or book an appointment,  
please call: 01725 510303

58 The Borough, Downton, Salisbury SP5 3ND 
www.theboroughdentalpractice.co.uk

Welcoming New Patients!
Dentists:-  Jenny Wordley BDS
 Richard Stephenson BDS

Sit back, relax and close your eyes 
for a totally new experience 
Downton Drama Company presents the Radio 
Drama “Murder Most Foul” at the Baptist 
Church on Thursday 4 April and Saturday 6 April 
at 7pm.  The drama is directed by Jane Seden and 
the Musical Director is Peter Jarvis.  Tickets on 
the door cost £5, including a glass of wine or soft 
drink.  All profits will go to support 
Downton4Family.  

WINNIE THE POOH 
DADA is presenting ‘Winnie the Pooh’ at the 
Baptist Church at 7pm on Thursday 9 May and 
6pm on Saturday 11 May.  Tickets on the door 
cost £4, with concessions at £3.  More 
information from Jane Seden on 510122.
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On 27 April multi award winning film 
Bohemian Rhapsody (12A) is showing at the 
Memorial Hall.   It’s a celebration of Queen, 
their music and Freddie Mercury (Rami Malek, 
Academy Award for Best Actor). The film traces 
the rise of the band through their iconic songs 
and revolutionary sound. They achieve success, 
but Freddie, surrounded by darker influences, 
shuns Queen in pursuit of his solo career. 
Having suffered greatly without Queen, Freddie 
manages to reunite with his bandmates just in 
time for Live Aid. While facing an AIDS 
diagnosis, Freddie leads the band in one of the 
greatest performances in the history of rock.  

Memorial Hall doors open at 7pm for 
refreshments.  Bring change for the ice creams 
and a cushion for comfort. The film will start at 
7.30 pm. Tickets cost £6 and are available 2 
weeks before the screening at the Borough Café 
and on the door.  Reserve tickets by calling 
Susan 512963 or susankirsten@btinternet.com.

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY IN DOWNTON

Rami Malek as Freddie Mercury

Downton Horticultural 
Society is holding a Plant and 
Table-top sale in the Memorial 
Hall at 2pm on Saturday 11 
May. Admission is free. A wide 
variety of plants will be on sale 
including bedding plants, 
shrubs etc. Charities and 

individuals are invited to have 
a sales table for non-plant 
items at this event. To book, 
contact Chris Parry (514511). 
Tables are free for charities or 
£5 for non-charities.

The Summer show will be 
on Saturday 8 June and if you 

are interested in entering then 
the Schedules are available. 
These provide details of the 
classes. Included are a painting 
class and two photography 
classes entitled ‘Spring View’ 
and ‘Portrait’, judged by 
popular vote.

DOWNTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

IAM FITNESS PILATES COMING TO DOWNTON
Isla Cox specialises in 

teaching Pilates exercises for 
different conditions and 
abilities.  Her classes are 
designed to flow through all 
the exercises appropriate to 
the level of the class and to 
ensure the essence of the 
system is encouraged and 

learned throughout. Gentle 
music creates a calm 
environment to exercise and 
enjoy the movements.  The 
aim is to help achieve ideal 
strength and mobility through 
gentle exercises, whatever 
your age or condition.  Classes 
are running at The Old 

School, in Lover.  New Classes 
are starting at the Memorial 
Centre from Tuesday 2 April 
at 6-7pm, Wednesdays 6-7pm 
from 24 April and Saturday 
mornings 9-10am TBC.  
Contact Isla for more details 
on 511799 or 07530 625700 or 
email islacox@btinternet.com.
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Did you know Downton 
Library has a wealth of 
interesting local historical 
information readily accessible 
to help with research - or just 
to browse for the sake of it. 
The local history group’s 
display is housed on the first 
floor of the library and 
provides a fascinating insight 
into the village in the past. 
There is also a well stocked 
local history selection of 

books , including an overview 
of village history, as well as 
more specific titles about eg 
the history of lace making. 
In addition those who are 
interested in researching their 
family history can benefit 
from free access to the 
genealogy website Ancestry 
whilst using the library 
computers. If you have a 
library card you can also access 
the huge database that is 

British 
Newspaper 
Archives from 
home - which can 
be invaluable in unearthing 
details and clues about the 
lives of past family members. 
If you want to know more, 
then visit the library (opening 
hours on the back page) or log 
onto the library page on 
Wiltshire’s website using your 
library number and pin.

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 23 April at 7pm in the Memorial Hall.  
The theme of this year’s meeting is ‘Policing and 
Crime Prevention’ and the Parish Council is 
delighted to advise that the Police & Crime 
Commissioner for Wiltshire, Mr Angus 
MacPherson, will be present to respond to 
questions from residents.  There will also be a 
brief presentation on setting up a 

Neighbourhood Watch 
group.  The main 
purpose of the meeting 
is for the Parish Council 
to explain what it has 
been doing over the last 
year and it enables electors to have their say on 
anything they consider to be of importance to 
the people of the parish.

POLICE COMMISSIONER TO VISIT DOWNTON

Downton Millennium Green Trust have 
organised a talk on ‘wild bees’ by Rebecca Twigg. 
 Rebecca is the instigator of Kingdom of Sticks, 
an organisation which aims to ‘create inspirational 
ways to be outside’. The group are aiming to 
encourage people ‘to get wild about nature and 

conservation’. The talk 
follows on from the 
AGM, which is on 30 
April starting at 7:30pm 
in the Centenary room, 
Downton Memorial Centre. 

MILLENNIUM GREEN

CALLING ALL HISTORIANS
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Practice is well underway 
for the Juniors, with indoor 
sessions for under 9s, 11s & 13s 
at Trafalgar School during 
March and early April. There's 
also a Ladies Softball practice 
evening at Trafalgar on 24 
April from 6-8pm and Senior 
indoor net practices at The 
Tollgate Centre in Salisbury 
which cost £3 per head.

All current Seniors teams 
players are welcome at Nets as 
well as any new players or 
people wanting to get back 
into cricket after a break in 
playing.  With four teams 
entered in the Hampshire 
League on Saturdays, two 
Tuesday evening sides and a 
full programme of Sunday 
friendlies, there's plenty of 
opportunity to play cricket!

With this, plus the Juniors 
New Forest League fixtures 
for under 9s, 11s and 13s, 
Allstars Cricket on Wednesday 
evenings for the 5-8 year olds 
and the Ladies Softball 
Cricket side, it promises to be 
a Summer of Cricket.

More information, at 
rhcc.play-cricket.com or 
follow them on Facebook and/
or Twitter.

REDLYNCH & HALE CRICKET CLUB

Wiltshire Council’s Southern Area Board meetings cover issues relating to the local area, and 
everyone is welcome to attend.  The meetings are held at different locations throughout the southern 
part of the county.  The March meeting discussed Whiteparish’s skatepark project, local housing need 
and investment in highways.

Cllr Richard Clewer, as the Cabinet Member for Housing, supported by the Director of Housing, 
presented information on housing need in our area – including snapshot data showing that there are 
currently 56 households registered with a housing need in the Southern Community Area, over 50% of 
whom require a one bed home. The 50 or so members of the public present at the board meeting could 
comment on housing need and on how affordable housing schemes might help to meet that need.  
Downton Parish Councillor, Jane Brentor, explained how the work involved in producing Downton’s 
Neighbourhood Plan was paying off, with the parish now in a much stronger position to influence 
developers and ensure that housing was built to truly meet local need.

Nearly £4k was awarded to local causes including a Schools Mini Marathon and a ‘Discover wildlife 
in the Moot’ event taking place at Downton Moot on the 19 May.  (See article on Page 5).

The next Board meeting on 1 May at Whiteparish will consider views from young people in the area 
about how they think the area board’s £14.5k youth budget 2019/20 should be spent. 

In 2019, the Southern Community Area will have the same level of funding for local projects as it 
received in 2018, and the board is permitted to carry forward underspends from this year. This means 
around £80k will be available to spend on transport, health and wellbeing, and youth projects, as well as 
a capital fund to help local community groups purchase new capital equipment. Karen Linaker, 
Community Engagement Manager can help with any bids – call her on 01722 434697 or email: 
karen.linaker@wiltshire.gov.uk

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL SOUTHERN AREA BOARD
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On Good Friday morning, 19 
April there is a free all-age Easter 
craft morning at Downton Baptist 
Church.  The event starts at 9:30am 
and will finish at 11:30am.  Children 
must be accompanied by an adult.  
Last year’s event was a great success 
and this year’s promises to be just as 
good.

EASTER CRAFTS AT DBC

A family run business with our sister company in 
Fordingbridge, we pride ourselves for customer 

service and our knowledge in the meat trade.  We 
source as much local produce as possible, and 

dry hang our beef  for at least 3 weeks.

Local beef  

Hampshire free range 
pork 

Dorset lamb 

Free range chickens 

Dry cured bacon 

Award winning 
sausages 

Award winning faggots 

Home made award 
winning pies

 The Magna Learning Partnership is seeking 
new governors for The Trafalgar School and 
wants to hear from anyone who has: an interest 
in the performance of the school; a desire to 
contribute to and represent the community; an 
open and enquiring mind; the ability to look at 
issues objectively; the confidence to ask 
questions and join in debate; a willingness to 
listen and make informed judgements; the ability 
to work well with others and time to spare.

The trust was formed in April 2017 and 
includes The Trafalgar School along with Sarum 
Academy, Salisbury 6th Form College, and 
Wyvern St Edmund’s Learning Campus. The 
governors within Magna Learning Partnership 
have a range of different backgrounds, skills and 

experiences, but 
they are all 
volunteers who 
work together for 
the benefit of the 
academies and are 
the link between the 
academy and the community it serves. The 
Partnership aims to improve and further develop 
the quality of education provision for the benefit 
of all young people in the area.

Contact Carina Sawyer, Company Secretary, 
Magna Learning Partnership 
(compsec@magnalearningpartnership.org.uk) for 
further information.

TRAFALGAR SCHOOL SEEKS NEW GOVERNORS

One of the Governors

The Downton Memorial 
Centre Annual General 
Meeting will take place on 
Tuesday 2 April at 7 pm in the 
Centenary Room.   All are 
welcome to come and have a 

say!  The DMC needs more 
people to be part of the 
committee and also to become 
Trustees.  If you wish to be 
considered for the positions of 
Chairman, Booking Secretary, 

Treasurer or to become a 
committee member or have 
any questions contact Susan 
Barnhurst Davies before the 
meeting on 512963 or email 
susankirsten@btinternet.com.

MEMORIAL CENTRE AGM
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All are welcome at the Downton Society 
AGM on Thursday 23 May in the Bonvalot 
Room, Downton Memorial Centre, at 7:30pm.  
Amongst matters to be discussed, there are 
some new ideas about how to further enhance 
the village and to make it “bloom”, alongside the 
work that the society already does in planting 
the tubs on the greens.  Further information 
from Susan on 512963 or email 
susankirsten@btinternet.com or visit 
thedowntonsociety.org.  

Nominations are still open for the Society’s 
annual award.  The rules state:

“This is made to residents who are felt to  
have enhanced the village by making well judged 

improvements to their property.  Works can 
range from major renovation to simple 
replacement windows, and  buildings can be 
listed, relatively old, or modern.  But, quality of 
workmanship, materials and design is critical as 
the Society feels that thought given to these 
aspects not only improves a property for the 
owner, but can contribute greatly to the 
streetscape.”

If you wish to put yourself forward or 
nominate someone else, please look at the 
Society’s website - under ‘Conservation’. The 
closing date for nominations is the end of April.

At the March Parish Council pavement 
parking and parking too close to the junctions of 
Barford Lane and Moot Lane was discussed in the 
light of concern being expressed by some residents.

While pavement parking is not illegal, it is 
illegal to block pedestrian access. The conclusion 
was that if you use part of the pavement when 
parking, at least one meter should be left between 
your vehicle and the buildings.

The Highway Code recommends not parking 
within 10 meters of a junction. Recent parking on 
the High Street at the junction of Barford Lane 
and Moot Lane has been restricting drivers’ view 
when leaving Barford Lane or turning out of Moot 
Lane. Another area of concern is the restricted 
view drivers have when turning into Barford Lane 

from the High Street: this can put pedestrians 
crossing to Lode Hill in danger. 

The Council understands parking is at a 
premium, but wants to remind those who park in 
these areas to have a thought for what 
inconvenience and even danger maybe caused by 
where you park.

If it continues to be a problem, and before 
asking the police for assistance, the Parish Council 
will consider placing a polite note on offending 
vehicles windscreens.

VILLAGE PARKING

DOWNTON SOCIETY
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St Laurence church is 
running an Alpha course this 
year, starting on 16 May at 
7pm (supper included) – and 
on Thursday evenings after 
that.  Alpha is a series of 
sessions exploring Christian 

faith, and everyone is 
welcome.  It’s a chance to ask 
questions and share your point 
of view in an informal, friendly 
environment. Every Alpha 
course has three key 
ingredients: food, a talk and 

conversation.  
Each talk looks 
at a different 
question around faith.  To join 
in, contact the Vicar (Revd 
Frank Gimson 510326) for your 
place – and your supper!

ST LAURENCE ALPHA COURSE

BARFORD DAY CENTRE
This friendly club meets 

every Wednesday in Ashley 
Grange and offers a cooked 
lunch, activities and warm 
company to elderly guests - 

and a day of respite to carers. 
There are a few vacancies and 
more volunteers and drivers 
are always needed - especially 
people who can regularly 

commit to drive/volunteer one 
Wednesday every month. 
Please contact Jeremy 
Parsons/Susan Barnhurst 
Davies 512963 if you can help.

On Saturday 27th April, the Leisure Centre 
and Tennis Club have an Open Day between 1pm 
and 4pm.  There will be opportunities to watch 
demonstrations and take part. There will be a 
bouncy castle for children.  The new Tennis Coach  
will be on the court to introduce a new 

programme for children and adults, whether 
beginners or experienced.  The Leisure Centre and 
the Tennis Club will be offering on the day 
membership deals. More details from 
downtonleisurecentre.co.uk and 
downtontennisclub.com.

LEISURE CENTRE AND TENNIS CLUB OPEN DAY

Downton Bowling Club has taken advantage 
of the winter break to find out more about how 
dementia can affect people, to continue with its 
renovation work and to host social occasions.

The club held a Dementia Friends session, 
run by the Alzheimer’s Society.  Amongst the 
social events were a Race Night and a Quiz & 
Skittles evening.  The next Coffee morning is at 
the Clubhouse in Wick Lane on 3 April from 
10am, and all are welcome.  A new sprinkler has 
been installed for the coming season. The Green 
Opening is on 13 April, and two Open Days are 

planned on 12 May, 
2-4pm and 26 May, 
11am-1pm.  Everyone of 
any age is invited to come 
along and sample the 
bowling experience.  Or contact the club to 
arrange a visit at a different time. Call 512531 
email downtonbowls@gmail.com or web:  
downtonbowlingclub.weebly.com.  The Bowling 
Club wish to thank their supporters: A.J.Bass 
Opticians, The IT Shack in Downton, Tom 
Patrick Tree Services and the Wooden Spoon.

BOWLING CLUB MAKES GOOD USE OF THE BREAK
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Parish Council Surgeries
Downton Parish Council holds monthly surgeries 

for residents to raise and discuss local issues with 
councillors in a less formal setting than the monthly 
Parish Council meeting. Two parish councillors are 
on hand to meet with residents and the surgeries are 
normally held on the first Saturday of each month.   
The next surgeries will be held at the Memorial Hall, 
from 9 am to 10 am on these dates:

Saturday 6 April
Saturday 11 May (changed date)

Saturday 1 June

EASTER AND HOLY WEEK SPECIAL SERVICES
Downton Churches welcome you to join their Easter celebrations 

14th April
PALM SUNDAY

10 am

10:30 am

Holy Communion with distribution of palm 
crosses
Palm Sunday service

St Laurence

DBC

18th April
MAUNDY 
THURSDAY

11:30 am
6:30 pm
7 pm

Service, followed by Community Lunch
Maundy Thursday Evening
Celebration of the Last Supper, followed by 
Silent Watch

DBC
DBC
St Laurence

19th April
GOOD FRIDAY

9:30 - 11:30 am
9:30 am
1.15 pm

2 pm

Easter crafts for families
Stations of the Cross
Downton Churches Together Walk of 
Witness, starting at Greenacres and finishing 
at St Laurence Church.  Please join anywhere 
along the route.
Downton Churches Together Good Friday 
Service

DBC
St Laurence

St Laurence

20th April 9 - 10 pm Easter Saturday Prayer Vigil DBC

21st April
EASTER SUNDAY

8 am
9 am - 9:45 am
10 am
10:30 am
10.45 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Easter Morning Prayers and Communion,
All-Age Worship (with Holy Communion)
Easter Morning Family Celebration
Easter Service

St Laurence
DBC
St Laurence
DBC
Methodist

For details of Roman Catholic Services, call 01722 333581 or go to salisburycatholicdeanery.org



  INDOWNTON.ORG.UK ISSUE 62  APRIL 2019

PAGE �15

VILLAGE WEBSITE
downtonvillage.co.uk

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL
Cllr Richard Clewer

53 Highlands Avenue, Whiteparish, 
Salisbury SP5 2SZ

01794 884550
richard.clewer@wiltshire.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCIL
Bev Cornish, Clerk to the Parish 

Council 01725 513874
10am - 3pm Monday - Friday

Surgeries 1st Saturday each month
9am - 10am Memorial Hall

clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk
downtonparishcouncil.gov.uk

HIGH STREET PHARMACY
Monday  to Friday 8.30am - 6pm

(closed for lunch 1-2pm)
Saturday 9am - 12noon

Tel: 01725 510388

CHILD HEALTH CLINIC
2nd and 4th Mondays 

11:30 - 12:30
Downton Baptist Church

For families with children up to age 5 
(including antenatal care)

To contact the team call 07976857803 
or  033 33 214 257

LIBRARY
 Monday 2pm - 7pm
Tuesday 2pm - 5pm*

Wednesday 2pm - 5pm*
Thursday 10am - 1pm, 1pm - 5pm*

Friday 10am - 5pm
Saturday 10am - 1pm

* volunteer operated sessions

LEISURE CENTRE
Wick Lane

Monday to Thursday 8am - 10pm
Friday 8am - 9pm

Saturday 9am - 4pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm

01725 513668
downtonleisurecentre.co.uk

MEMORIAL CENTRE
To book hall or meeting rooms

contact Hilary Mace 07760 415818 
email bookingsecretary@

downtonmemorialcentre.co.uk.  
Full details see 

downtonmemorialcentre.co.uk.

ST LAURENCE PARISH CHURCH
Sunday Services 8am & 10am
 Vicar: Rev Frank Gimson,

The Vicarage, Barford Lane, Downton, Salisbury SP5 3QA
01725 510326; vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk

stlaurencedownton.co.uk

DOWNTON METHODIST CHURCH
High Street, Downton SP5 3PJ

Sunday Service 10.45 am
Minister: Rev Cecil King

44 India Avenue, Salisbury SP2 7HF
01722 415498

CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
(ROMAN CATHOLIC)

Barford Lane, Downton SP5 3QA
No regular Sunday Service

Enquiries: St Osmund’s, 95 Exeter Street, Salisbury SP1 2SF
Telephone: 01722 333581; office@salisburycatholics.org

salisburycatholicdeanery.org

DOWNTON BAPTIST CHURCH (DBC) 
South Lane, Downton SP5 3NA

Sunday Services 10.30am & 6.30pm, Thursdays 11.30am
Ministers: Rev Philip Rhoades & Rev Katy Ullyatt

07468 491143 (out of hours contact number)
Email: rhoades470@btinternet.com

Church Office 01725 512971  office@downtonbaptist.org
downtonbaptist.org

VILLAGE CHURCHES’ REGULAR SERVICES

Lover Garage Sale  
up to 40 locations in the 

village of  Lover. 

The World’s biggest 
Garage sale  
MAY 11th 2019 

8.30-12.00pm Free entry 

Most households selling from their 
garages, with others on Lover Green. 

Home made jams , home cooking , 
loads of treasure 

Bargains galore Come and browse 

your morning away 

  

The village hall is open for 
refreshments- bacon rolls, home 

made cakes , tea and coffee. Fun 

for all . 
Free on the road parking - but it does get busy 

Plus Lover Scarecrow 

competition 2019 

mailto:office@salisburycatholics.org
mailto:clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov
mailto:downtonparishclerk@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://www.downtonbaptist.com
mailto:vicar@stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://stlaurencedownton.co.uk
http://www.downtonbaptist.com
mailto:clerk@downtonparishcouncil.gov
mailto:downtonparishclerk@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:office@salisburycatholics.org
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Sponsored by Downton Baptist Church
Website: indownton.org.uk Email: editor@indownton.org.uk

Twitter @indownton

Next Issue  
Publication date: 1 June 2019

Email items for inclusion by: 19 May 2019

What, Where, When

April

Tuesday 2 7pm Downton Memorial Centre AGM, Centenary Room, Memorial Centre See page 11

Thursday 4 7pm Murder Most Foul’, Baptist Church See page 7

Saturday 6 Walking group: Witherington Farm. Details from Susan 512963 See page 5

Saturday 6 9 - 10am Parish council surgery, Memorial Hall See page 14

Saturday 6 7pm Murder Most Foul’, Baptist Church See page 7

Wednesday 10 7pm Allotments Association AGM, Sherwood Rooms See page 6

Friday 19 9:30 - 11:30 am Good Friday: Easter Craft Morning, Baptist Church See page 11

Monday 22 11 am Easter Egg Hunt, Downton Moot See page 6

Tuesday 23 7pm Annual Parish Meeting, Memorial Hall See page 9

Friday 26 2 - 4 pm Clothing Exchange, Baptist Church See page 5

Saturday 27  Walking group: Godshill Enclosure. Details from Susan 512963 See page 5

Saturday 17 1 - 4 pm Leisure Centre and Tennis Club open day,  Leisure Centre See page 13

Saturday 27 7:30pm Downton Movies: Bohemian Rhapsody, Memorial Hall See page 8

Tuesday 30 7:30 pm Millennium Green AGM,  Centenary Room, Memorial Centre See page 9

May

Wednesday 1 8am Bird watching walk at The Moot See page 5

Saturday 4 10am - 4.30pm 40th CUCKOO FAIR See pages 1 - 3

Sunday 5 10 am Churches Together Cuckoo Fair Celebration Service, Memorial Hall See page 2

Thursday 9 7pm DADA’s ‘Winnie the Pooh’, Baptist Church See page 7

Saturday 11 9 - 10am Parish council surgery, Memorial Hall See page 14

Saturday 11 2pm Horticultural society:  Table top / plant sale, Memorial Hall See page 8

Saturday 11 6pm DADA’s ‘Winnie the Pooh’, Baptist Church See page 7

Sunday 12 2 - 4pm Downton Bowling Club Open Day See page 13

Friday 17 2 - 4 pm Clothing Exchange, Baptist Church See page 5

Saturday 18 Walking group: Rhinefield. Details from Susan 512963 See page 5

Sunday 19 12 - 4 pm Downton Green Group Moot Wildlife Day See page 5

Thursday 23 7:30 Downton Society AGM See page 12

Sunday 26 11am - 1pm Downton Bowling Club Open Day See page 13

June

Saturday 1 9 - 10am Parish council surgery, Memorial Hall See page 14

mailto:editor@indownton.org.uk
mailto:editor@indownton.org.uk

