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Locally-made Face masks raise 
over £2500

Now that face masks have become compulsory in many places, 
Downton’s makers have been working with a group of other locals, 
busily sewing re-usable face coverings to distribute in the community.  
There have been several ‘pop-up mask trees’ over the last few weeks, 
both in Downton and in Woodfalls.  So far over £2500 has been raised 
for Naomi House and Jacksplace - as well as some much needed money 
to continue to purchase resources.  Masks are provided in exchange for 
a cash-only donation of £2.  Safety regulations are in operation so that 
social distancing is observed and people are asked to use hand 
sanitising gel before touching anything. It is also advisable to wash new 
masks before use.  
The group would appreciate donations of new 
cotton/ washable/coloured material and elastic 
to help them keep sewing.  The fabric should 
be dense weave, and washable at 60°C. The 
pieces do not need to be large, as offcuts of 
anything bigger than 30cm by 30cm would 
work. 
If you would like to sew - or can help in any 
way - you are invited to join the Downton and 
Woodfalls Mask Tree Facebook group.  
Contact Laura on 513825 for more details.

Comment
The Editor

Welcome back to 
something that looks a little 
bit more like the 
InDownton that we’re used 
to.  As things begin to return 
to the new normal, we are 
pleased to be able to give 
you a flavour of what’s going 
on in the village over the 
summer.  If you have 
neighbours who are not 
online, then please feel free 
to print this and share it.

Our autumn edition will be 
published and distributed as 
usual, so if there’s something 
going on that you think we 
should know about - or a 
service that you would like 
to advertise to every 
household in the village -
then please get in touch: 
editor@indownton.org.uk 
or use the form on the 
website

And, in the meantime, we 
will continue to update our 
Online edition as the news 
comes in.

Downton 4 Family have been hugely supported through these tough months by the Downton 
Co-op and the food bank initiative.
They would like to extend a big thank you to the Co-op, their staff and all those people who 
have supported the food bank collection point at the Downton Co-op. The Co-op has been 
working with The Trussell Trust and Downton Baptist Church to provide this service.  In 
excess of 460kg of food (the weight of an average horse) has been delivered to The Trussell 
Trust, to be packed into balanced food parcels which have then been distributed to the local 
families supported by the charity.

THANK YOU FROM DOWNTON 4 FAMILY



  INDOWNTON.ORG.UK DOWNLOAD ISSUE: JULY 2020

PAGE 2

With so many people staying at home and 
coming across things that needed repairing - and 
with some of the Repair Cafe team bored with 
nothing to do - a ‘remote’ repair scheme has been 
set up. Since "Lockdown" the team has logged 300 
jobs and sent £1500 to Salisbury Hospital charities.

Maurice (the Chair of the group) was 
interviewed on BBC Radio Wiltshire in July about 
how the service has been able to continue, despite 
the virus. "Repair Cafe England" asked the team to 
take part in a webinar to explain how they 
managed to do it.  Out of over 1300 Repair Cafes 
in England only our local, and one other, actually 
continued repairs!

Since it started, the team has completed over 
1000 Jobs with a success rate of 92%.  
Unfortunately, for the time being, there are 
restrictions which mean that they cannot 
undertake the usual Recycling Service. 

The team are enthusiastic and enjoying the 
variety: "We have repaired eleven sewing 

machines, many of 
which are being 
used to make PPE 
equipment. 
Upright vacuum 
cleaners are most 
common items. We 
have lost count of 
the garden shears 
and secateurs 
having been 
sharpened.  We 

have even copied the TV Repair Shop & 
refurbished a skeleton clock and a clockwork 
tortoise!"

There are lots of stories to tell. A man walked 
in with the sad news that his beloved pet dog had 
died. He brought with him a beautiful ash funeral 
casket that the vet had used to return the ashes in. 
His request: “Can you turn this into a biscuit box 
for our next pet?” And they did!

You can drop off items 
on Wednesday / Friday 
mornings at "Brambles", 
Vicarage Road, Lover SP5 
2PG (nearly opposite the 
Redlynch Village Hall), 
10am - 12 noon. The 
volunteers are happy to 
consider repairing all sorts 
of domestic items i.e. 
clocks, ceramics, 
woodwork, furniture, 
laptops, tablets, 
electric/electronics, toys 
etc. They say "if you can get it in the boot of your 
car, we will give it a look".  You can park on the 
field side of the road. the garage door will be open 
for your item and you can book it in (from 2m 
away) at an adjoining window. Hand sanitiser will 
be available and all Government guide lines are 
strictly followed. You should then receive a phone 
call when the items are ready for you to pick up the 
following week.  Contact Paul on 510753 for further 
details.

REMOTE REPAIR CAFE RAISES OVER £1500

Refurbished skeleton clock

Accepting repairs remotely
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DOWNTON LINK: DRIVERS NEEDED

Downton Link needs new volunteer drivers, in 
order to be able to continue the work that they 
do. Meeting the needs of clients during the 
Covid 19 pandemic has been challenging 
because of the current age profile of the 
volunteer drivers - in accordance with 
Government guidelines, drivers aged 70+ are 
not being asked to transport clients at the 
moment. Thanks to a handful of drivers under 
70, The Link has at least maintained the 
service of transporting clients safely to 
essential medical appointments at local 
hospitals and the surgery. However, more 
drivers are needed, as older volunteers retire 
from driving.  Age is no bar to volunteering - 
but lowering the age profile, particularly at this 
time, is a priority. So, if you can spare some 
time, as much or as little as you are able, they 
would love to hear from you.

Most readers will be aware of the work 
of Downton Link.  What you may not know 
is that "The Link" is part of a network of over 
40 Link schemes throughout Wiltshire offering 
transport support for the elderly and 
vulnerable. As well as taking clients to and 

from medical appointments, they also provide 
transport to social activities such as church and 
friendship lunches, Friday Cafe or just to the 
local hairdresser or to do some shopping. For 
people living in a rural area where public 
transport is limited, The Link provides a 
lifeline - particularly for those living alone. The 
service covers not just Downton but also 
Woodfalls and Redlynch and surrounding 
villages as far as Woodgreen and Breamore and 
Charlton-all-Saints.

As we begin to emerge from this pandemic so 
the demand for their services will inevitably 
increase and return to pre-pandemic levels. In 
2019 volunteer drivers covered almost 21,000 
miles on Link journeys. Happily, due to the 
donations from grateful clients, they are able 
to balance the books satisfactorily - the main 
issue is having the drivers available in order to 
satisfy demand.

A call or an e-mail places you under no 
obligation.  To find out more: call 513807 or 
email: info@downtonlink.org.uk
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The organisers have made the decision to 
delay the re-start of the Downton Baptist 
Church Clothing Exchange until January 2021. 
However, this decision is dependent on Public 
Health directives and Government advice at 
the time. Due to limited storage space, they 

will not be accepting any clothing donations 
until the start of 2021.  The volunteer team 
say: “We would like to thank you very much 
for your generous donations and your previous 
support. We miss you and look forward to 
meeting up again. Keep safe and well."

CLOTHING EXCHANGE NOT OPEN YET

Downton Bowling Club has now been able 
to start limited play, in accordance with 
government guidelines. The club is happy 
that all are able to play safely, and enjoy a 
'socially distanced' game. All procedures are 
in place to offer anyone a chance to come 

along and try Lawn Bowls at the club in 
Wick Lane. An Open Day was held at the 
end of July.  
More information from Alan Waters, 01725 
512531, or email alan.j.waters@hotmail.co.uk.

DOWNTON BOWLING CLUB IS BACK

 

Call us: 01794 323296 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

    Call 01794 323296 or book online @ rdavery.com     
    New Road, Landford, Salisbury SP5 2AZ 
       

Your local garage for Car, Van & HGV 

 

    

MOT 
CENTRE 

 

CLASS 4, 5 & 7 
To arrange a visit, or book an appointment,  

please call: 01725 510303

58 The Borough, Downton, Salisbury SP5 3ND 
www.theboroughdentalpractice.co.uk

Welcoming New Patients!
Dentists:-  Jenny Wordley BDS
 Richard Stephenson BDS



  INDOWNTON.ORG.UK DOWNLOAD ISSUE: JULY 2020

PAGE 5

NEWS FROM 1ST DOWNTON SCOUTS

Scouting is re-starting. The leadership teams have adapted the programme on offer to embrace 
technology and introduce new ways of Scouting: they’ve been on Zoom, on Camp in the garden, 
honing cooking skills and learning to tie knots by watching videos on YouTube.
As some of the government restrictions around the COVID-19 pandemic begin to be relaxed, 
the team are now starting to plan how they’ll be able to return to face-to-face Scout activities at 
1st Downton in the future. The priority, as always, is to keep young people and adults safe. The 
plans will follow all government rules and guidance from Scouts UKHQ, including:
• new control measures in place for all activities
• additional hygiene measures
• social distancing
• limits on group sizes
• adjustments for young people who may be vulnerable or affected by COVID.

Returning to Scouts will happen in phases, the first of which will be to resume outdoor activities 
in small groups. Each of the sections, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, will handle resuming face-to-
face outdoor activities differently. More information from Ian Porter, Interim Group Scout 
Leader, 1stDownton Scout Group 
Tel: 07585 180849   
Email:    gsl@downtonscouts.org.uk

Legal Excellence

St Mary’s Chambers, 51 New Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2PH 
t: 01722 410664    e: mail@sampsoncoward.co.uk    www.sampsoncoward.co.uk

     Family      Employment      Property 
    Litigation & Disputes      Commercial      Wills & Probate

Downton Butchery
High Class Family Butchers

Free range & local meats, 
poultry & game

Tel: 01725513111
www.facebook.com/downtonbutchery

64 The Bourough 
Downton
Salisbury, SP5 3LY
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The Church is now open for private prayer 
by arrangement.  Sunday worship has restarted 
and will take place - weather permitting - 
outside on the church field.  Those wishing to 
take part should let the church know - 
members will be emailed on a weekly basis. If 
you wish to go to the service, or would like to 
find out more about the detailed arrangements, 
please follow the link. The service will continue 
to be live streamed via the website, and will 
remain available to be watched later.

More information about the church and its 
activities - including how to access the online 
services - can be found on the church's website: 
downtonbaptist.org

WORSHIP RESUMES AT DBC
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In accordance with government guidelines, several businesses and facilities have now 
reopened:

• The Goat has now opened and is doing meals.  Tel: 535353
• The Leisure Centre is being refurbished and is due to open, under new management, 
on August 16. Enquiries: 557268 email: support@downtonleisure.co.uk
• The Wooden Spoon (Tel: 511899) and the Bull (Tel: 510374) are both open.
• The Borough Cafe is open, with restricted hours.

WHAT’S OPEN NOW?

Downton Green Group are keeping a close eye on recycling facilities, and are anxious to 
open the mini-recycling centre as soon as possible.  However, there are currently limited 
opportunities for moving on items that are usually collected and until such time as this 
changes, the centre is unfortunately going to have to remain closed.

Pet food pouches can be recycled at The Vets in Salisbury.  “Recycle for Wiltshire Air 
Ambulance” have got some further recycling points open, but they are opening gradually, and 
not in public areas yet.  If you have some items that you really need to dispose of, then a check 
on their Facebook page will keep you updated with when and where they are collecting - but 
the service is not yet comprehensive.

If you are able to store your recycling, then please continue to do so - and watch this space!

RECYCLING NEWS

Cricket is back at Redlynch & Hale CC.  
Having had the "green light" with a string of 
Co-vid 19 safety precautions to be followed, 
the club is back playing again.

The senior Saturday sides are playing at 
both Redlynch and Hatchet Green Hale and 
there is a Village Knock Out cup game at 
Redlynch on Sunday 26 July, meaning some 
competitive cricket at last. For the rest of the 
teams it's friendlies, as the Hampshire Cricket 
League have long since cancelled the leagues.

Any men or under 18's looking to play 
Saturdays should contact Iain Soutar, the 
Secretary on 07971 571608.

Some fun practice sessions are being held 
for juniors and ladies softball cricket squads:

Tuesdays 6:30 - 8pm for Under 9's 
and Under 11's

Wednesday 6:30 - 8pm for Under 
13's and the Ladies. 

Subs are reduced for this year so if you are 
looking for cricket for your child(ren) then the 
club would love to see you for as long as they 
have spaces. For more information, or to 
request a place, email: 
andy.church16@btopenworld.com

All that it needs now is for the summer 
sunshine to continue!

CRICKET SEASON IS BACK
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